30 MAR 2002
Ghani - Si ngapore
S| NGAPORE PURPCSELY CONTI NUES W TH LAND RECLAMATI ON, SAYS GHANI

JERTIH, March 30 (Bernama) -- Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hman sai d Si ngapore was continuing with [ and recl amati on wor ks despite
protests fromMal aysi a probably because it was | ooking after its economc
i nterest.

He said this was because the econony of the island republic was
slightly affected foll owi ng the creation of Pasir Gudang Port in Johor

"It's apparent that the | and recl amati on works are ai ned at narrow ng
the shi pping | ane to Pasir Gudang Port which is nowa threat to the
republic's econony,"” he told reporters after openi ng the Besut Umo Youth
del egat es neeting, here today.

Press reports today carried a statenent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad criticising Singapore for refusing to rel ent and
proceeding with land recl amati on works in the Straits of Tebrau that
af fected the common wat ers shared bet ween Mal aysi a and Si ngapor e.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the statenent by
Si ngapore' s National Devel opnent M ni ster Mah Bow Tan who was reported as
having told the republic's parlianment that Si ngapore woul d continue with
the I and recl amati on works despite criticisns fromMal aysia which feared
t hat such works woul d af fect the shipping | ane and envi ronment around t he
straits.

Abdul Ghani sai d Si ngapore shoul d gi ve serious thought to what was said
by the Mal aysian Prine M ni ster because t he nove taken by the republic had
much i nplication and was of great concern to the peopl e of Johor

He said the rapi d devel opnent in Johor in the |last fewyears had nmade
Si ngapore feel that the state was conpeting with the republic's econony.

"Since the construction of Pasir Qudang Port, Singapore is said to have
| ost 15 per cent in terms of port revenue over the | ast two years.

"This makes themfeel that Johor is a conpetitor, no | onger as a
conplenent to its econony," he said.

Abdul Ghani said Singapore should accept the fact that Johor's position
as a port was strategic conmpared to Jurung which was now | aggi ng far
behi nd.

Meanwhi | e i n KOTA TINGG , Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
sai d Si ngapore should stop the [ and recl amati on works as its Deputy Prine
M ni ster Lee Hsien Loong had assured t he Mal aysi an gover nment t hat the
republ i c woul d consi der the protest nmade by Ml aysi a.

Syed Ham d said Mal aysia felt that the land recl amati on and the i ssue
woul d ease foll ow ng the assurance instead of the contrary as Singapore
continued with reclamati on works.

"They shoul d at | east respect us and stop recl amati on works tenporarily
until we present our protest," he told reporters.

He sai d Si ngapore should showtheir interest and willingness to resolve
the matter amicably.
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