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UN SHOULD SEEK A COVMON DEFI NI TI ON OF TERRORI SM SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 1 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the United Nations should take the initiative to organi se an
international conference to define terrorismbecause there are sone
countries practising doubl e standard in defining the act.

"When the act of terror is being carried out by their friends, it is
excusabl e, but when the act is being carried out by someone whomthey do
not care for or like, that is not excusable,” the prinme mnister said.

"That is the problemw th doubl e standard. W nust have one standard
and one action taken by the whole world," he said at a news conference
after delivering his keynote address and opening the special session of the
I sl ami ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnisters (O C) on Terrorism here.

He was asked to el aborate on his call for an international agreenent on
t he condemati on of any particul ar incident or incidents as acts of terror
by terrorists through the initiative of the United Nations.

Asked on the escal ating acts of terror by Israel on Pal estinians, Dr
Mahat hir said the United States had been rallying support fromthe world
agai nst terrorism "but unfortunately the US supported the action by the
I srael governnent which al so anobunted to terrorism™

"It isdifficult for the world to unite against terrorists when there
i s doubl e standard...we have to have one stand," he said.

He said that an international conference, whichis not only confined to
Musl i mcountries, needed to be held to define who is terrorist and what is
an act of terror so that a consensus coul d be achi eved, and "nake us conm t
to whatever resolution that is taken."

"Qt herwi se, you cannot expect everybody to act when each one woul d
define certain acts as acts of terror, while others disagree,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had invited all the Muslimcountries to the
speci al session of the Organi sation of Islam c Conference (O C) so that
they coul d agree on the definition of terrorist and the actions the Islanmic
countries shoul d take

"That is the inportant thing...of course there may be differences in
opinion. In ny view, mnor differences should not prevent us fromreaching
agreenment on the action of our views and acti ons that we shoul d take," he
sai d.

"The Muslimcountries are weak, but if they speak with one voice, it
will have the effect, if not on all the countries, then on a big number of
countries,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said that when there was a universal agreenent on who is terrori st
and what action shoul d be taken, even the US woul d have to listen to the
voi ces of their own allies, especially the European countri es.

"Now we see that the USis the only country that has a difference of
opinion (onterrorism...many of the European countries have now voi ced
very strong objections to what the Israelis are doing in Pal estine," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so stressed the inportance for the Miuslins and Miuslim
governnents to act rationally in facing injustices against themand | sl am
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