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THAI - M SI AN CABI NET RETREAT UNI QUE, PRODUCTI VE, SAYS MAHATHI R

From Mohd Fi sol Jaaf ar

HAADYAI , Dec 22 (Bernamm) -- The Thai - Mal aysi an Cabi net Retreat, the
brainchild of Thai Prine M nister Thaksi n Shinawatra, is uni que and
productive for both governnents, Ml aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said al t hough the neeting was informal, its substance was real and
pertaining to rel ati ons between the two countri es.

"I had a good discussion with Prine Mnister Thaksin in a four-eye
meeting. W covered a |l ot of areas, but | do not wish at this nonent to
make any speci al announcenent," he told a joint nedia conference at the end
of the hal f-day Cabi net Retreat here today.

The Thai government was represented by its entire Cabinet while in the
Mal aysi a side all ministers were present except Transport M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

Al'so in the Mal aysi an del egati on were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Syed Razak Syed Zain and Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudin
Csman.

Dr Mahat hir said he and Thaksi n had reached a | ot of understandi ngs,
and that they believed their neeting could resol ve probl ens between the two
countries soon.

Al the tal ks today, including the "sofa neeting" between ministers,
wer e hel d behi nd cl osed doors, but it is believed that i ssues covered in
t he di scussions included terrorism cross-border security, manpower,
agricul ture devel opnent and t he pl anned 366kmgas pi peline fromthe @ul f of
Thail and to the Mal aysi an peni nsul a.

Dr Mahathir said he felt that this neeting, the first of its kind in
the world, had been fruitful and woul d pave the way for nore cordi al
rel ati ons between the two nei ghbours.

"It is unique and | think it will spell an inprovenment in relations
between the two countries,"” he said.

He hoped that nore such neetings would be held in the future in the
sane setting and environnment as today's Cabi net Retreat.

He noted that it signified a kind of special relationship shared by
Mal aysi a and Thai | and.

"You may notice that | amnowsitting in front of the Thai flag while
Prime M nister Thaksin sits in front of the Malaysian flag. Nornmally this
is taboo and we cannot do this.

"This is all wong and the protocol people are at the nonent sweating,"”
he qui pped.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that this kind of neeting could be held with other
Asean nenbers.

"Per haps Mal aysi a and Thai |l and are two countries best suited to | ead
the way or show an exanpl e on how t wo nei ghbouring countries can work
t oget her and cooperate for the nmutual good of both countries," he said.

Concurring with Dr Mahathir that the neeting was able to iron out a few
| ongst andi ng i ssues between the two countries, Thaksin said the concept of
t he Cabi net Retreat coul d strengthen Asean and work for the good of its
peopl e.

"W believe we can work better this way, nore efficient in resolving
our probl ens.

"I hope in the future our mnisters and officials could pick up the
phone and tal k things out nore freely," he said.
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