09 APR 2002
Umo- Sabah
UWNO LEADERSHI P TRANSI TI ON W LL BE SMOOTH, SAYS MUSA

KOTA KI NABALU, April 9 (Bernama) -- Sabah Umo |iaison chairman Dat uk
Miusa Aman sai d today that Umo has a tradition of carrying out |eadership
changes in a snooth and ani cabl e manner acceptable to all nenbers.

He said that there was no reason to believe that the tradition would
not be mai ntai ned when the tine comes for Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad to
step down as party president.

"I am making this rem nder because | do not want Umo nenbers to be
di stracted by the propaganda churned out by PAS t hrough Harakah and
Har akah-online," he said in statenent issued here.

Misa was conmenting on the publication of a survey purportedly show ng
deputy Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi trailing Umo vice
presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassinin
popul arity as successors to Dr Mahat hir when the Umo president retires.

Musa, who is Sabah Finance Mnister, said: "The Harakah article is
nm schi evous and obvi ously aimed at stirring up trouble w thin Umo ranks."

PAS knew it was steadily losing credibility anong t he peopl e and had
del i berately picked onthis issueto create m sunderstandi ng anong Umo
nmenbers, he said.

This pl oy would not work, he said, if Umo nenbers refrain from
reacting to such "subline provocations fromPAS. "

Now was not the time for Umo nenbers to be distracted by the question
of | eadershi p change, he said.
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