20/ 06/ 2002

“Mal ays must trust Governnment deci sions'

EDUCATI ON M ni ster Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad wants the Malays to trust the
deci si ons made by the Governnent on sone issues as they were made to
strengthen their abilities.

Musa said although it may | ook as though some of the decisions would not
benefit the Malays, they would, in fact, do themgood in the years to
cone.

"As an Umo and suprene council nmenber as well as the Mnister, | have
the responsibility to inplenent the party's and Government's deci sions and
if I were seen as being wong for doing nmy duties, then | accept it with
an open heart," he said when winding up points raised by del egates at the
Umo Yout h assenbly.

Musa said he woul d ensure that the inplenmentation conmittee which was
set up to look into the matter would take heed of all the grouses and
advi ce conveyed by assenbly del egat es.

The del egates had earlier in their debate raised various issues relating
to education such as the nmeritocracy system the 10 per cent intake of
non- Bum putera students into Mara Juni or Col |l eges and matricul ati on
centres, National H gher Education Fund and the use of English as a medi um
in science and mat hemati cs.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo said one reason for
the few Bum putera students in private institutions of higher |earnings
was because they were not proficient in English.

If Bum putera students were exposed to English at an early age, Dr Mhd
Khir, who is also Youth exco nmenber, said they would not feel inferior
when enrolling in private colleges or university.

"When | entered Universiti Malaya to do dentistry, ny English was
appalling and I had so much difficulty. I don't want the students today to
face the sane problem" he added.

He also clarified that the Governnent's stand was to pronote the use of
English and not to turn it into the national |anguage.

Penang del egate Raja Munir Raja Ahmad expressed di sappoi nt ment over
ot her BN conponent parties' stand over recent educational issues |like the
10 per cent quota for non-Bum puitera students in Mara Science Col |l eges
and neritocracy.

"Qur so-called partners are making all sorts of unreasonabl e demands.
They must know who they are and who they are dealing with. There is a
[imt to our patience."

He al so called on H shanmuddin to hold discussions with his counterparts
fromother parties to explain Umo's stand on educational issues like the
nunber of Malay students in private institutions of higher |earnings.

Negri Senbil an representative Jalaludin Alias said he was agai nst the
use of English to teach science and nat hemati cs.

He added even before English was introduced in these subjects, the
performance of Malay students in science and mat hemati cs had not been very
good, especially in the rural areas.

"Besi des, there are not enough English teachers now, |et alone those to
teach science and mathematics in English. Perhaps, the Education Mnistry
shoul d start teaching history and geography in English," he added.

Umo Yout h executive council mnenber Azim Daimcalled on nenbers not to
be overconme by enotions over the issue of meritocracy and the 10 per cent
quota for non-Bum putera students in Mara Science Col |l ege.



"Mal ays now are different. Please don't think that taking away the
privilege is sonething bad. The Malays nust stand up to the challenge to
prove that they are as capable,” added Azim .

He said the novenment al so supported Educati on M nister Datuk Misa
Mohammad who had hel ped the Mal ays in education.

Kel ant an del egate Mohd Zin Yassin proposed that nore religious teachers
be sent for tertiary education, in line with the Education Mnistry's nove
to encourage teachers to further their studies.

He added that the Sultan Idris Teaching University should take the |ead
by providing a tertiary course on Islam especially catered for teachers
who wi shed to pursue their studies.

"We do not want to be accused of neglecting religion. Just as the
M ni stry encourages nore teachers to further their studies in fields like
science and mat hematics, Islamshould also not be [eft out."”

Mohd Zin al so suggested that nore religious schools be upgraded to fully
residential schools to enable students there study in a nore conducive
envi ronnent .

Tebrau youth division head Abdul Halim Sul ei man said the novenent shoul d
i medi ately enbark on a social novenment to study the attitude and thinking
of young Mal ays.

He said Johor Umo Youth should set up a think tank to study the
thi nking and attitude of the Ml ays.

Abdul Halimsaid the novenent and the Mal ays shoul d view the advice
given by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on the plight of
the Mal ays in an exclusive interview with M ngguan Ml aysia as a

chal | enge.
In the interview with the newspaper, Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying
that the Mal ays still did not work hard to inprove thensel ves and

preferred to depend on the CGovernnent.

Dr Mahathir said his biggest regret in his political career was not
bei ng abl e to nmake the Ml ays change.

Abdul Halimsaid the study should be conducted nati onwi de with
participation of the various parties including the nmovenment and non-
governnental organi sations at all |evels.

"They must go to the ground, be the ears and eyes of the party,
listening to the grouses and views of the grassroots. This will enable us
to address the problens.”

Federal Territory Youth head Haidar Ali Shei kh Fadzir said that the
guestion of the novenent's credibility should not be used as reasons for
the | eaders to deny menbers the chance to stand as candi dates in the
election and sit on the board of directors in any of the governnent
agenci es.

"We are ever ready to shoulder the responsibilities and given the chance
by the | eaders, we will make sure that we deliver,” he said.
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