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Twenty-ni ne years |later, another Malaysian PMat the |ILO Conference

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - After an absence of 29 years, a Ml aysian Prine
M nister will be the guest-of-honour at the International Labour
Conference in CGeneva tonorrow, an event bringing together governnents,
enpl oyers and workers of 175 nenber states in annual dial ogue.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will address the conference, which is
expected to draw sone 3, 000 del egates including Labour Mnisters and
| eaders of workers and enpl oyers' organisations fromthe nenber states of
the International Labour Organisation.

The | ast Mal aysi an | eader to address an International Labour Conference
was Tun Abdul Razak in 1973.

The ot her distingui shed guest for the 90th edition of the conference
wi Il be Barbados Prine Mnister Osen S. Arthur who will address the
conf erence on Thursday.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Senator Zainal Ranpak said in
Ceneva today that |[|LO director-general Juan Somavia had invited Dr
Mahat hir to be the guest-of-honour during a courtesy call on the Prine
M nister in Putrajaya |ast year.

"Trade unionists the world over are waiting to hear Dr Mahathir
tonorrow, " Zainal said.

"They know the policies he introduced during the Asian economc crisis
and how he hel ped steer Mal aysia out of the nmess w thout workers being
made to suffer, unlike sonme other countries.”

Last Monday, Zainal was el ected a vice-president of this year's
conference. The other vice-presidents are Austria's Max Arbesser-Rastburg
and Paki stan's Farhad Hussai n.

Set up in 1919, the ILO fornulates international |abour standards in the
form of conventions and recomendati ons, sets nini num standards of basic
| abour rights, upholds freedom of association, the right to organise,
col l ective bargaining, abolition of forced | abour, equality of opportunity
and treatnent, and other standards regul ating conditions across the entire
spect rum of work-rel ated issues.

Zai nal said delegates to this year's conference were likely to discuss a
wi de range of issues fromdecent work in the informal econony to the
situation of workers in the occupied Arab territories.

O her issues on the agenda include the abolition of child |abour, the
adopti on of a proposed protocol to the occupational safety and health
convention, and the adoption of a possible recommendati on on the pronotion
of co-operatives.

Zai nal described this year's conference as "inportant”, wth Ml aysia,
for the first tinme, sending 40 representatives.

"Sonme of themare payiing fromtheir own pockets to get to the
Conference just to hear the Prime Mnister speak,” he said.

The nmove to get Dr Mahathir to speak at the conference began nore than a
year ago, he said.

"When | tabled the proposal to the workers' groups at the ILOto have Dr
Mahat hir speak here, all the representatives gave their inmediate
approval .

"Even the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) gave
its endorsenent," he said.

Zai nal said foreign unionists had al so expressed their approval of Dr
Mahat hir's views on gl obalisation and workers' rights.



He said he received a call froma Japanese trade uni oni st who supported
Dr Mahathir's view that globalisation should not harmthe Iivelihood of
mllions of workers.

Dr Mahathir had said this at the |aunch of the inaugural Union Network
International -Asia Pacific Regional Conference held here earlier this
nont h.

"My foreign trade union friends al so expressed their support for Dr
Mahathir's views at the Apec neeting in Shanghai |ast Cctober that
governnment | eaders, corporate players and unions have a shared and equal
responsibility to tackle gl obalisation.™

Zai nal said | CFTU general -secretary Lord Bill Jordan had also witten to
Dr Mahathir congratul ating himon the steps taken by Ml aysia during the
regi onal economic crisis, including the inposition of selective capital
controls on Sept 2, 1998.

Asked what Dr Mahathir was likely to touch on in his address, Zainal
said it would probably include incone disparity and social problens that
coul d be brought about by gl obalisati on.

He expressed the hope that Dr Mahathir woul d al so nmention workers'
rights and m ni num wages.

The conference ends on June 20.

( END)
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