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Zi mhabwe- CMAG
ZlI MBABWE TO TOP AGENDA AT TOMORROW S CVAG MEETI NG

By: Abdul Aziz Harun

COOLUM Australia, Feb 28 (Bernama) - Even though Zenmbabwe Presi dent
Robert Mugabe is unlikely to attend t he Commonweal t h Heads of Gover nnment
Meeti ng (CHOGM) begi nni ng here on Saturday, its possible suspension from
the Conmonweal th remains a hot issue here.

This issue will be di scussed at the Commonweal th M nisterial Action
G oup (CMAG neeting here tonorrow, which will then make a proposal on the
matter for dicussion by the Cormonweal t h Heads of Governnent.

Mal aysia i s represented by Tan Sri Musa Hitamwho i s Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s Speci al Representative in the group which
al so includes host Australia, Britain, Canada, Negeria, Botswana, Barbados
and Bangl adesh.

Zi nhabwe on whi ch sancti ons had been i nposed by the United States and
t he Eur opean Uni on hol ds presidential elections on March 9 and 10 and
reports fromnost nedia fromthat country are focused on the steps or
tactics bei ng enpl oyed by Miugabe to remain i n power.

Anong the actions taken by Mugabe was to accuse the | eader of the
opposition party, the Movenent for Denocratic Changes (MDC), Morgan
Tsvangirai and several |eaders of the party of conmitting treason by
plotting to assassi nate the President.

News reports quoted several non-governmental organisations as accusing
menbers of Mugabe's party, the Zanu-PF, of involvenment in kidnappi ngs and
torture of opposition party nmenbers.

Zi mbabwe was al so i nvol ved in the i ssue of seizing white Zi nbabwean
farmers' land and victimsing and ill-treating them athough they were
citizens.

The irony of these devel opnents is that the statement (Harare
Decl aration) on denocracy, justice and human rights, principles held in
hi gh esteemby the Commonweal t h, was i ssued at the 1991 CHOGMi n Harare
when Miugabe hosted the neeting in his nation's capital city.

Britain has been | eadi ng a nunber of CVMAG nenber nations in demandi ng
that Zi nbabwe be suspended fromthe Conmonweal t h.

Britain's proposal coul d not be inpl enented because countries such as
Mal aysi a, Canada and Negeria wanted to gi ve Zi mbabwe a chance to rectify
the situation.

Australia which was urged by the country's opposition | eader not to
invite Zi nbabwe to the CHOGM had t o abi de by its obligations as host nation
toinvite all countries so long as they are nenbers of the Cormonweal t h.

Sone groups assune that the CMAGw || give Zi nbabwe anot her opportunity
to put things right at hone and not suspend its nenbership of the
Conmmonweal th at | east until the Presidential el ections are over.

They are of the viewthat if the election results favoured Migabe, then
Zi nhabwe can be suspended as a nenber of the Commonweal t h.

However if the results did not favour Miugabe, then the country will not
conme under pressure fromthe Conmonweal th, the EUor the United States.

Even t hough the CMAG wi | | nmake a deci sion on Zi nbabwe tonorrow, it will
not be made public until after it had been di scussed at the CHOGM on
Sat ur day.
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