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PUTRA.JAYA:  The prime mill-
ister will decide  w-hen  Trans-. 1)ort  Minister Datuk Scri  Dr
iing  Liong Sik’s resignation
will  take effect .

“I have not agreed to it and I
haven’t made a decision. It is up
to  me.  I  wi l l  decide  when is  the
right  t ime for  him to go,”  Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said  yes te rday

However ,  he  sa id  tha t  L ing’ s
resignation will not “mess up
the cabinet” (see Page 8).

He said Ling gave the letter
ear l ier ,  but  i t  was  he  (Mahathi r )
who did not let him go.

However,  Bernama repor ted
that Ling had insisted on quit-
ting the cabinet at the Barisan
Nasional  (BN) Supreme Coun-
ci l  meet ing on Tuesday

TOP  news  agency, quoting a
sourct’  \vhr;  nttpy?der!  thp  mwt-
~np.  .h:iid .\l;-rhht  ix ~:~t~vliit~~:
t h e  n>et~~jng I)( tiie undated
ltsttrr  he recci\4  kcsl .-August.

I
“That’s all I can reveai  to  you

at the moment. let’s see tomor-
rcJW  what will happen.” the
agtncy  quoted the source as
s a y i n g .

I\leanwhile.  Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Srri Abdullah

Ahmad  Badawi said Ling’s
resignation was discussed at
the  cabinet  meet ing yesterday

“The  PM was  no t  p ressured
by anyone to anno&ce  Ling’s
letter at the BN meetine. He
made the announcement &un-
tar i ly  because  he  does  no t  want
to see any problems arising in
MCA,” he told a press confer-
ence after an Umno manage-
ment committee meeting.

Asked  what  Umno th inks  of
Ling’s intended resignation,
Abdu l l ah  sa id :  “ I t  i s  no t  some-
thing weird. It is up to Ling. If
he is not there, other leaders
will replace him.”

Ling, at a separate press
conference earlier, maintained
that he will continue as MCA
president  unt i l  h is  term expires
in 2005, although he plans to
leave the  cabinet.

‘.Parly  p o s t s  c a n n o t  b e
relinquished  just like that as I
have  to  d i scuss  wi th  co l leagues
and the  success ion  p lan  has  to
be put  in  p lace .”

Asked why he had made the
announcement on Tuesday
w h e n  M a h a t h i r  h a d  n o t
touched  on  the  i s sue ,  L ing  sa id
the prime minister explained to
RN leaders  why he  had submit -
t ed  h i s  r e s igna t ion .

“Since the prime minister
mentioned it in the meeting, I
gave more deta i ls ,”  he  said .


	PM decides Ling's fate (The Sun 09/01/2003)

