
We akin midst of 
WVVIII: Mahathir 
DAVOS Datuk Seri Dr Mahathn- 
Mohamad pamted a grim picture of 
current world affau-s telling the 33rd 
World Economic Forum (WEF) meet 
mg yesterday that the planet 1s m the 
midst of World War III 

The prune mmlster m his trade 
mark blunt rebuke of the hypocrisy 
and double standard that characterlse 
the conduct of some of the worlds 
powerful nations told government 
and busmess leaders attending the s1x 
day meeting that the war was not 
against terrorists but between terror 
lsts and the peace loving anti terror 
ists alliance 

Without naming the tyo 
mvolved m the war he said 1 P was 
between the axis of evil and Sa- 

But both sides are convinced that 
they are right that then-s is the fight 
agamst evil Evil and Satan must be 
destroyed he said 111 the opening ple 
nary session on Trust and Governance 
for a New Era 

Mahathlr said that berg fright 
ened the world was takmg measures 
to secure and defend at tremendous 
cost but the mam result was not secu 
rlty or freedom from terror attacks 

The mam result 1s to disrupt life 
undermine mvestments and business 
and generally to adversely affect eco 
nomlc growth worldwide he said m 
remarks seen by conference observers 
as directed agamst the United States 
~&$&was preparmg to launch a war 
agamN iraq 

The impending war on Iraq 1s cast 
mg a dark shadow over the mood of 
the meetmc! here with the US sendma 
a powerfulldelegatlon led by Secretary 
of State Cohn Powell and Attorney 
General Jofin Ashcroft Also attendmg 
1s former president BLU Clinton 

The prune mmister also warned 
that the war was going to be a long one 

*ger and bitterness 
P 

vth want revenge We both+ 
will retaliate You kill our people ue 
kill your people and vice versa And it 
will go on and on Sanity has deserted 
both sides r hp \ald 

In an o ous reference to Iraq he 
said “t, they t e othtr stde fear sane 
tlons sta+%on shortage of medl 
cmes Tht fear military invasion 
being bombed and rocketed captured 
and detained 

Mahathu- said that even people not 
involved lived m fear When the Cold 
War ended we thought that the world 
would see peace and prosperity After 
all the people u ho believe m peace 
and universal justice won 

Referrmb to the much touted 
unlpolar uorld folloum& the end of 
thr Cold W-u- hc said that the loss of a 
counterbalance had resulted m the 

great exponent of Justice and fan- play Pamtmg a picture of the outcome 
to become unbalanced of such a war he said The forces 

While the communists were there agamst the axis of evil are not going 
the capltahsts curbed their greed and to wm because the target 1s wrong 
avarice and showed a friendlv face All that can happen If thev are 

defeated 1s to create more angeE and 

We both want revenge 
We both WIII retahate 

You kill our people, we kill 
your people and vice versa 

And It will go on and on 
Sanity has deserted 

both sides 

call for more revenge and retaliation 
*@a&e who are mcensed by the 

m_mstlce they believe they are expert 
encmg 

The world 1s big enough and rich 
for everyone There 1s no need to take 
everythmg for ourselves A wm wm 
solution 1s possible 

During the question and answer 
session that followed the prune mmls 
ter snake of the United States and the 
kind-of trust he had for the superpow 
er Initially my trust on the US was 
absolute But recently this trust IS at a 
very low level he said 

A US Republican senator from But now there is no more other 
side The friendly face of capitalism is 
not needed anymore 

On the theme of the plenary 
session Mahathu- said We have not 
made such a good Job managing this 
global \ illage of ours There s no trust 
and no good governance 

Ohlo Robert Portman who also spoke 
at the session described Mahathlr s 
remarks as very powerful I m glad 
that you have made the statement 
here he said 
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