
‘CounE!ul ors who do not
p&f661 ‘&ii&e dropped’

PUTRAJAYA: Datuk Seri DI-
Mahathil M o h a m a d has
wdrned  local co~mcil o f f ic ia ls
that they will be dropped if
they do not meet public cxpec-
tations.

Comment ing on the perfor-
mance of local c0Lmc1ls  which
have conic under fire lately fol-
lowing  the alleged corruption
of a senior officer in the
Ampang  Jaya Municipal  Council
[MPAJ),  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
5a11d:

“We will have to look into
this because there have been a
lot of colllplalnrs  again&  local
CoLIIlcII~.”

If necessary, the G o v e r n -
ment might have to drop rep-
Ircscntatives  in the local coun-
c i ls  who fa i led  to  per form
their duties, he told reporters
at the Budget 2004 Dialogue
here, yesterday.

“If they are not performing
we may have to change some of
the I-epresentatlves.  b e c a u s e
sonic of them want to be popu-
lar and do not want to collect
taxes.

“Others al-e not  prov id ing
proper seIvIces.”  he said.

In Shah Alam. Housing and
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  M i n i s t e r
Datuk Seri Ong Ka Tmg said his
ministry has left It to the MPAJ
to complete its probe into the
al leged graf t  involv ing the
council’s suspended enforce-
m e n t c h i e f  A b d u l  K u d u s
Ahmad.

He advised the people  of
Ampang  Jaya  a n d  S e l a n g o r
state, in general, to be patient
and wait for the outcome of the
investigation.

He said neither the state gov-
ernment noi-  the ministry could
go into the case at this juncture
as the probe was being carried
o u t under- the council’s
Workers’ Conduct and Disc\-
pline  Pi-ocedures regulations.

“It is only propel- to allow the
council to examine the case
fl-om all facets,” he told
reporters at a luncheon hosted
by Mentri Besar  Datuk Seri D r
Mohamad Khir  Toyo for  the
MCA at  the  Concorde Hote l
here, yesterday.

Ong.  the newly-appointed
MCA president, said his niin-
istly  would just wait for the
report  a l though there  were

calls for an independent body
to conduct an inquiry  into the
allegations against Abdul
Kudus.

His deputy, Datuk M.
Kayveas, had reportedly alleged
that  Abdul  Kudus col lected
bribes w h i c h averaged
RM70.000 monthly for tipping
off illegal operators of business-
es about impending raids.

The deputy minister had also
claimed that he had submitted
evidence on the matter to the
Anti-Corruption Agency when
they recorded his  statement
last week.

K a y v e a s  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e
inquii-y  determine whether 01
not Abdul Kudus was a bank-
rupt. He also said he did not
think it was appropriate that
the suspended MPAJ enforce-
ment chief be charged under
the counci l ’s  Workers ’  Con-
duct  and Discip l ine  Proce-
dure.

Ong said the outcome of the
investigation report would be
scrutinised  and other aspects of
the case would also be studied,
“ e s p e c i a l l y  o n  h o w  A b d u l
Kudus was appointed.”
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