
Don’t stray&g ,@&ctives, NGCk told
PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister Datu Mahathir said that despite the
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad reminded
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) yesterday not to deviate from
their original objectives and to use
allocations and funds properly

programmes and the social and com-
munity projects that had been imple-
mented, cases of incest, rape and rob-
bery, and the distribution of porno-
graphic and pirated VCDs continued.

This year, nearly half or more than
RM16 billion of develonment exnendi-

The NGOs should use the funds
effectively and in accordance with reg-
ulations. he said when opening the
third session of the Budget 2004
Dialogue at the Finance Ministry here.

Mahathir, who is also the finance
minister, hoped the NGOs  would con-
tinue to help the needy and comple-
ment government programmes in aid
of the less fortunate.

He also invited the NGOs  to join
forces with the government in arrest-
ing negative social influences.

“It is here that I find that the role
and contributions of NGOs  are very
important,” he said, adding that he
appreciated the role of the NGOs.

Mahathir said the government had
spent much money to rehabilitate drug
addicts and care for prisoners.

Urging the private sector to play a
more active role in community obliga-
tions, he welcomed the move by private
companies to set up sports and welfare
associations as well as family clubs in
their organisations.

ture was channelled iowards  social
projects encompassing the building of
schools, hospitals, clinics, rural roads
and housing.

This shows that social development
programmes continue to be the main
agenda in every development plan
drawn up by the government.

Mahathir said the new economic
stimulus package announced on May
21 should be implemented with deter-
mination by all groups so that its objec-
tives could be achieved.

“The government is confident that
these measures can once more gener-
ate economic growth to exceed the pro-
jected 4.5%,”  he said.
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