PM fears power
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Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad is worried
that there will be a power
struggle in Umno after he
deps down in October

In an interview with
Mingguan Malaysia pub-
lished yesterday, Mahathir
expresed his fears of a batle
for the posts of deputy pres-
dent, vice-presidents and
even for lesser positions.

The Umno president, how-
ever, reiterated his confi-
dence in Dauk Seri Abdullah
Badawi's ahility, and does not
think anyone will challenge
his  position.

“However, there is bound
to be astruggle at other lev-

gle

els. There are a number of
people who want to be deputy
president, vice-presidents
and even positions below
thee” sad Mahathir.

A sort of tacit agreement
was worked out two years ago
where Abdullah will not be
opposed as president. Heis

lowed to pick his deputy
when Mahahir seps  down.

“Usually presidents are
not challenged. The fight is
usually at the deputy presi-
dent levd. Once that position
is filled there is no more
fight. Datuk Anwar |brahim
challenged Tun Ghafar Baba
in 1993" he explained.

shsked about Tengku Raza-
léﬁ%s Hamzsh fightir?g Tan Si

Musa Hitam a second time, he
redied: “Yes. he broke tradi-
tion. There should not be any
more challenge after Musa
won the first sdlection”

Mahathir said the tradi-
tion of not challenging the
number two position after
selection has been concluded
should be preserved.

He clarified that Abdullah
will determine whe would be
the deputy prime iinister
when he becomws prime min-
ister .. ;

On’ Mahathir mentioning
vice-president and. Defence
Minister Datuk Séri Najib
Razak as the future number
two, he sad: “I did not name
Nagjib. Actually, in ameeting

of my branch (Kubang Pasu),
| wes just saying it. | did not
know there were reporters
present.”

When asked if he named
Najib because it is his person-
a preference, Mahathir re-
plied, “It seems tha way”

On his concen of contests
within the party may be
unwarranted as it 1S a democ-
ratic process, he responded,
“They do not understand con-
tests They only understand
they have "to have a faction if
they want to congest. If they
lose, they do not want to sup-
port the-winner.”

He said the losers should
support the winner after a
contest.
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