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SERDANG: Umno leaders, from the
vicepregdents to date liaison com-
mittee chiefs, have pledged to endorse
whoever Dauk Seri Abdullah  Ahmad
Badawi picksas his deputy toavoid a
power struggle after Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad steps down in
October.

Abdullah. who I1s Deputy Prime
Miniger and Umno deputy president,
sad the paty leeders had  conveyed
this message to him during his mest-
ings with them in the past.

“What | want to say is that Umno
leeders a dl levdls have agreed to et
me decide and announce in due time
who my deputy will be.

“They told me that whoever | chose,
they would accept” he told reporters
after opening the Mega Unity pro-
ramme organised by the National
%Jnity and Socid Development Minis-
ély a Universiti Putra Mdayda yeder-
ay.

He said the Umno leaders included
vicepresidents Datuk  Seri  Ngib  Tun
Razak, Tan S Muhyiddin Yassin, Tan
Si Muhammad Muhammad Taib, sec-
retary-general Tan Sri Khalil Y aakob
and informaion chief Ten Si Megat
Junid Megat Ayob.

He sad the leaders of Wanita Umno,
Umno Youth and Putei Umno and dl
date ligison committee chiefs had dso
made a smilar pledge to him.

Dr Mahathir had said that he would
be sepping down as Prime Minigter
and Umno president in October, hand-
ing over the rens of the country and
the paty to Abdullah.

The Umno president, during an
interview  with Utusan Maaysa pub-
lished yesterday, had expressed the
fear that party leaders would jostle
for the vacant deputy president’s
rp]).ost dter  Abdullah tekes over from
im.

Abdullah said he shared Dr Ma-
hathir's fear of Umno leaders jogtling
for posts in the party.

“That is why we are taking steps to
avoid this to get the assurances of
the leaders (that they will support
whoever is made deputy president)”
he sd.

Asked if ay Umno leader had cam-
pagned for the podt, Abdullah sad it
should not happen because they had
given their word to him.

“When they have dready agreed to
le¢ me decide, why should they cam-
pagn? he asked.

Abdullah sid Umno leaders should
remember that the enemy of the paty
was not their colleagues but the oppo-
stion  parties.

“Our competitors are the opposition
paties and the red batle is the gener-
d dection. That is the red fight, not in
the paty,” he said. .
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Muhyiddin:
I'll support
Abdullah on
his choice
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In Johor Baru, Muhyiddin
pledged to give his fullest sup-
port to Abdullah on his choice

ing to reporters a the
Johg‘r)ed(Unng]no Coer?vomtion 2003
yesterday, he said that Dr
Mahathir should not have any
fear that there would be a tus
de for the deputy’s post.

“| persondly will respect any
decision by (Datuk Seri) Ab-
dullah on the matter. | have
confidence in hiswisdom in
running the paty as wel as the
country,” he sad.

He agreed that in order to
protect party unity and the
politicd dability of the country,
g&e post should not be contest-

“However, this does not
mean Umno is being undemoc-
retic or bresking away from tra
dition.

“Maybe we can dat a new

tradition by supporting those -

appointed as Deputy Prime
Miniger and dlow him to hold
the number two post in Umno
without a chalenge” he said.
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