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DATUK  SERI Dr Mahathir Mohamad is
a patriot and a statesman par excel-
lence, said Deputy Prime Minister and
Umno deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

In a tribute to the Prime Minister
and party president lasting 44 min-
utes, Abdullah said the people and the
entire country had undergone a trans-
formation “nothing short of remark-
able” under his stewardship.

‘The country’s physical, social, poli-
tical and economic landscape has
changed tremendously over the past
22 years. Umno itself has not been
spaI-ed.

“The president has proved to be the
wise and steadfast captain of the ship.
The president has succeeded in guitl-
ing the vessel through difficult times,”
he said in his winding up speech.

AbdLtllah  will take over  as Prime
MII~I\ICI a n d  Umno prcsrdcnt 111
Oitolw.
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approach.

“He is the symbol of a W~I~~IOI~
brave, firm and conscientioLLs.  Intlcctl,
lie is everything a statesman 0Liglil to
bc.” he said.

As cl toltcn of tt1c CoLlntl-y’s  <lppl-ecl-
citloll. IW 5aiLl tlic Covei  iimcnt w0L1ld
cstablisli an institute dcxlicdt~d  to tlic
tliotiglits of 111. MdhdtliiL.

Al~lL~llal~ also pa~tl  ti_LbLLte  to t h e

first lady, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, and the family members of
Dr Mahathir.

“She too has sacrificed a lot to share
her beloved husband with the rest of
us. Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah is a
model woman, wife and mother,” he
added.

Personally, Abdullah said he had
u n d e r g o n e  rn~~ch  togethel-  with Dr
Mahathir.

“Twenty two years have passed by
so quickly. Today, among the Cabinet
~mrmbers.  o n l y  L~DatLLk  Srri‘! RaiLdali
IAzir‘i  and I are left from the fii-st
CabLnet  foL-med  III 19.3 I %” he said.

,AbdL~llali  said cvei-ythmg happened
fog-  a reason, inclLLdLng  his “sabbancal”
from  the Government of about three
yea1.s  and IO months.

“While  being  a prcsidcnt, there arc

admittedly things that some Umno
leaders and members might have done
which hurt his feelings.

“On behalf of Umno members, the
supreme council, (Datin Paduka Seri)
Endon (Mahmood)  and myself, I beg
for forgiveness from Dr Mahathir and
Kak Hasmali.” he said.

Abclullal~  said he had received an
aLLtogL-aphed  copy of  Dr Mahathir’s
keynote address at the party general
assembly on Thursday morning.

“In it, Dr Mahathil- wrote  ‘May Allah
bless you when you take OVCI.'  Tlw
trusl 111 which t h e  l,rcsLdent pl~cc~l
upon IllE. I xccpt.

"This is my solemn bcllef  - being
fierce, hard or soft is not my approach.
My first approach and my last is fii-111
ness, fairness and equality for all.” he
said.
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