
Settle dissent
openly, East
and West told

tie scllcl llltc'l,tctioll  througl1
tl~alogiics  wds  imporLint t o
dClllfVC' unclerstanciing a n d

l a u d e d  the l-eCcnt  cs Sllmmlt

in Evian.  F~ancc. whe~.e d e v e l -
op ing  ndttons  wei.c  Invited to

gwe  their feedback.
‘My answer is tlldt the g<1p

I~l‘tweell  tlw FLlropealls  a n d
the  E‘lst  I\ ‘1 r e a l i t y  a n d  It

sl1ould Ilot be swept Llnder  the
iaq,ct.

“lll~tead.  w e  si1ould  VOIW

the inattcr  and it is through
this  process  that we can rdenti-
f y  the arc’a’r  ol dlffercnces  and
w0i.k  t o w a r d s  sti-engtliening
ties.” lie sd~d at the Malays~d
Rcgioilcll  F~I-LII~~  w h i c h  w a s
attended by about 30 corporate
executives and officials firom
f3lllIds~icT.

'The concern was raised at a
closed-door session, with ref-
erences made  to a speech on
“wdl-~iiioi1geriiig”  E u r o p e a n s
being the source of all PI-ob-

Icms by l’r~nli- Min ister  Datuk
Set.1  DI. Maharh~r  ~Mohamad  a t
the lJlllllil  gcilm‘11  assenibly.

Swiss  .~n~bassado~-  DI-  Petet-
Schwei7ei-, when a s k e d  t o
cotnnmlt  on Di Mahathir’s
speech.  sdici d ip lomacy had
iiiany  fm!ts ai:d  Oil? SpeNdi

dkm  ioilk!  IilJt dfrLWllille  the
stallcl  Of’Cl  Ildtioll.

“The  West  i s  n o t  a  b l o c  0 1
unanimous I 111  their  decisions).
In fact, there are rifts among
the North nations as well.

“Perhaps. the confrontation
between the Not-thSouth  na-
tions is partly due to the rifts
among t h e  N o r t h  n a t i o n s ,
which have very stark differ-
ences III approach.

‘The Not-th  nations, mainly

those in the position to pro
vide  financial support. ~0~1lcl
have to sot-t out their own dif-
ferences first.” said Dr Sch
weirer.

In his speech, Globnl Clmllrt~-
ges: Mrllfl~sio’s Persprttn~e,  Syecl
Hatnid  touched on Malaysias
position and foretgn  policy on
globalisation,  ret-I-ortsm and the
unipolar  world.

He said Malaysia. as a glob
ahsed economy wi th  expot-ts
totalling  RM355bil  and imports
w o r t h  RM303bil  l a s t  y e a r ,
needed to maintain good rela-
tionships with all countries, yet
remam strong and confident in
making itself heard.
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