Putin likely tg visit in early August

KUALA LUMPUR:  Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin's re-
scheduled visit to Maaysia will
likely take place early next
month, with Aug 5 being view-
ed as a possible date.

Wisma Putra and Russian
Embassy officids are working
on a new date for the visit,
which would be thefirst here
by a Russian president.

It islearnt that both govern-
ments are discussing alterna-
tive dates spanning late July to
early August, but a date next

month would be the most like-
ly choice for both sides.

Itisaso learnt that Putin had
telephoned Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha
mad to convey his apologies for
putting off his planned trip here
last Monday following Satur-
day's suicide-bombing incident
in Moscow.

Wisma Putra deputy secre-
tary-general (1) Datuk Abdul
Aziz Mohammed confirmed

August would be the most suit-
able period.

“President Putin’s visit isdef-
initely on. There is no cancella-
tion,” he said when contacted.

Russian Ambassador to
Malaysia Viadimir Morozov had
said on Monday that his presi-
dent was committed to travel-
ling to Mdaysia

Severd Russian businessmen
have already made their way
here. Among them was Irkutsk
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