PM: East-West clash looms

PUTRAJAYA: The world has been sucked into a dangerous “clash of
cvilizations' by the Wedt's falure to understand Mudim grievances,
Pime Miniser Dauk Seri Dr  Mahathir  Mohamad  said. _

Spesking exclusvely to AFP ahead of a vist by French President
Jacques Chirac, he defended his recent vilification of Westerners as
greedy war-mongers  aiming to  domingte the world.

His characterisation of Europens & warlike and greedy was “not
actudly criticigm, it wes just a daement of the facts'. -

Maehathir cited a proof a long lis of Wesern wars, describing the
conquest of the original inhabitants of North America and Australia
as “genocide”. This characteristic was reflected in modern times by
the USled inveson of lIrag, he said.
~ “Now we se the actud invason of a counfry because that country
is seen to be not democratic. How democratic is the imposition of
democracy through conquest?’

Mahathir sad US Presdent George W. Bush's datement after the
Sept 11 teror atacks that ether “you are with us or agand us' was
misguided. “We are with them haf-way, but not dl the way As far as
fighing againgt terorism is concemed, yes we ae with America but
the way in which it isbed ght, we think is wrong S0 we canot be

with them’. - AFP 2 1 1in 2083



	PM: East-West clash looms (The Sun 21/07/2003)

