
Jolly good time
for a worthy cause
The Prime Minister was the guest of honour, and 60s
crooner Johnny Tillotson was among those providing
entertainment . ..and it was all for a worthy cause,
writes P.C. SHIVADAS.

IT x2211  %? r?k!no,?  of a
straight-laced occasion, The in-
vitation had stated the dress
code as black tie/dark lounge

suit for what was to be the Malay-
sian Liver Foundation’s tribute to its
patron - none other than Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

But, as it turned out, it was a re-
laxed affair, credit going to Datuk Dr
Ismail Merican, president of the
foundation, and the Prime Minister.

Dr Ismail, the deputy director-
general of Health, set the ball rolling
in his opening address when, having
paid glowing tribute to Dr Mahathir
for being the catalyst in the setting up
of the foundation, added personal
notes.

He said he had had sleepless
nights, the heart had sunk and liver
shrunk when he was told the Prime
Minister could not make the dinner
on Aug 13 on account of an official
visit to the Ukraine.

But thanks to the intervention of
one of the foundation’s trustees to
whom he affectionately referred as
“kc&ok”  (elder sister) or Datuk Pa-
duka Dr Saleha Mohd Ali,  the
Aug 23 date was made possible and
his liver “resumed its normal size”.

He spoke also of his friends sug-
gesting he would have an easy win as
a candidate in the elections given his
recent high media profile during the
SARS crisis. Lest he was taken se-
riously, he was quick to add he was
joking.

But if he expected to be let off the
hook, he was mistaken. Dr Mahathir
took the cue when he spoke, offering
him a candidacy provided he could

guarantee a win in Kelantan against
Pas leader Datuk Nik Abdul Aziz
Nik Mat.

Speaking off the cuff, the Prime
Minister started by saying that he was
a “disqualified doctor” as he had
stopped practice; times and technology
had changed and he would be “totally
lost” if he goes back to medicine.

But he remembered the moment
years ago when he diagnosed his
brother-in-law as having liver cancer
just by feeling the abdomen. There
was nothing he could do then but,
today, there was some hope with
surgery to remove the tumour.

To the delight of the crowd, he said
he had the capacity to bluff his way,
“that’s how I got here” and on a se-
rious note he spoke of the good the
liver foundation could do for people

who could ill afford treatment.
He had some advice. “Don’t drink

but, if you do, eat well.“All that broke
whatever ice there was.

Generous Malaysians, he was sure,
would keep the foundation going.
There were 150 tables (ranging from
RM5,OOO  to RM50,OOO)  sold that
night at the dinner in Sunway La-
goon Resort Hotel.

A cheque presentation saw
RM250,OOO  coming from the dinner .
host, Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah of
Sunway Group, and three others of
RM100,OOO  each from Yayasan Em-
kay, Leading Feature Sdn Bhd and
Kumpulan Liziz Sdn Bhd.

Before dinner, a video presentation
on the Prime Minister with narration
by Dr Ismail captured the attention of
those present.

It went back to 1994 when the idea
for a liver institute was mooted by
Mahathir in his office during a
courtesy call by two reputable sur-
geons and Ismail following the opening
of the Asia Pacific Association for the
Study of the Liver (APASL).

Dr Mahathir had asked when the
Ministry of Health was going to set
up the liver institute. “Are you going
to wait for me to have liver problems
before doing so?”

He was alluding to the National
Heart Institute which was set up
after he had undergone a coronary
by-pass at Kuala Lumpur Hospital.

Nervous though he was at the time,
Dr Ismail, then Deputy Director-
GeneralofHealth,saidhewasinspired
to get cracking. The MLF was regis-
tered in 1996 and in 1997 Dr Mahathir
officially launched the foundation.

In 2001, the hepatology and he-
patobiliary teams moved into the
ultra modern Selayang Hospital. It
now had the country’s first molecular
research laboratory for liver diseases
and HIV testing.

The foundation was now working
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