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Tragic events have twice delayed m;etings  between’Russian  President Vladimir Putin and

Prime Minister Datuk Seri.Dr  Mahathir Mohamad. As Putin prepares to leave for Kuala Lumpur
tomorrow, another terrorist blast has occurred at a Russian town. writes PAUL GABRIELI

TpE plane that was to carry
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad to Moscow was about to

depart KL International Airport on
the night of Sept 11, 2001 when
news of the stunning terrorist at-
tacks in New York and Washington
broke.

After deep consideration, the
Prime Minister appropriately called
off his trip and the Russians, who
had been well prepared to receive
him, accepted the decision.

The PM and his delegation did
take off for the Russian capital - six
months later.

The stage was then set for Putin
to arrive on a historic visit here last
month, but a “terror jinx” was to
thwart it at the 11 th hour.

The July 7 visit was derailed due
to suicide bombings in a crowded
weekend area in Moscow, and Putin
telephoned Dr Mahathir to convey
his apologies.

The Russian head of state re-
scheduled his Kuala Lumpur trip to
tomorrow, but news of yet another
suicide bombing at a Russian mili-
tary hospital in the southern
Russian town of Mozdok. near
Chechnya. on Friday night that
killed 35 people, is causing anxiety.

Russian ambassador to Malaysia,
Vladimir Morozov. who lived
through the “trauma” of the post-
poned visits, speaks of “some good”
which has come out of it.

“The first time, I was already in
Moscow preparing for Dr Maha-
thir’s visit. And my embassy staff
worked very hard to prepare for ow
president’s planned trip here last

out taking in the wonders of Kuala
Lumpur. A short sightseeing tour
around the KLCC area has been
arranged for him to view the
Petronas Twin Towers.

“There may be some countries
claiming that their buildings are
taller, but we know it is not true,”
says Morozov.

The Mahathir-Putin meeting,
which will be their fifth since the

Space Agency (NSA) has shown
interest to further develop co-oper-
ation.

Proof that we are able to cooper-
ate in this area, he says, can be seen
in the launch of the Malaysian satel-
lite, TiungSat-1,  in September 2000
by a Russian rocket.

“NSA director-general Datuk Dr
Mazlan Othman was in Moscow in
June to meet with our space and

the Vneshekonombank (Bank of
External Trade) of Russia to extend
credit to Russian companies in-
volved in the purchase of palm oil
with possible counter-trade pay-
ment.

“The establishment of the Russia-
Malaysia Business Council in
February this year is another boost
to our economic co-operation. This
body is supposed to be the main
instrument to mobilise our trade
and investment resources,” says
Morozov.

Among the Russian enterprises
operating here are the Federal State
Unitary Enterprise Rosoboron-
export, Russian aircraft corporation
MiG and the Russian information
agency, Novosti.

According to Russian statistics,
bilateral trade last year amounted to
US$574mil  (RM2.18bil)  with Rus-
sian exports amounting to
US$346mil  (RM1.31 bil).

“Though Malaysia is our biggest
trading partner within Asean, 1
think we can do better. There is so
much potential between us, at least
US$lbil  (RM3.8bil)  s h o u l d  b e
recorded,” says Morozov, who
believes that more Russians were
becoming aware of Malaysia’s
expertise in the field of electronics.

“I was shopping in Moscow for a
watch for my son and a salesgirl was
doing her best to sell me a Seiko. She
told me that it was made in
Malaysia and that products made
here were of the highest quality.

“She did not know that I was the
Russian ambassador to Malaysia,”
he recalls with a laugh.



month,” he says in an interview at
his residence situated within the
embassy grounds in Ampang..

“With the extra time to work on,
Dr Mahathir had a very successful
trip to Moscow and President Putin
is heading here with an even larger
business delegation.”

Although he will only be staying
for one night,  Putin will be the first
Russian president to set foot in
Malaysia, and the third major figure
firom  the “coalition of the unwilling”
[those who opposed the US-led mil-
itary strike on Iraq) to come follow
~ng the grounclbi~calc~ng  v i s i t s  o f
German Chancellor Gcrhard  Schroe-
dcr and French  k~sidelit  JX~IIICS
Chil-ac.
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Save for a mrrting  between Putin
a n d  Deputy  Pr ime Mlnlster  Dat111i
Srn  Abtlullah  Ahmad  Baclawi,  t h e
OI iginal a g e n d a  has bern  Iretained
ful-  the-  I~~~eGtlenr’s  rescheduled visit.

Puttn  will grace a state banquet
hosted by the King before leaving
for llzbelctstan  at about 1 Ipm. but
the excited ambassador is not about
to lcl his boss wave goodbye wltil-

latter became president in 2000,
will not be “for formalities”, Moro-
zov stresses.

“Both know each other well and
have maintained contact at various
international forums. Besides the
president  want ing to  strengthen
r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  a n d
Malaysia, he also wants to pay trib-
ute to Dr Mahathir, a prominent
leader and nation builder known for
his open and bold stance on major
regional and global issues,” he says.

Putin’s  delegation will include
Industry, Science and Technolngy
Minister  llya  Kiebanov.  C o m m u n i -
cations and Information Technology
M:n~ster Lconid Reimann.  D e p u t y
F o r e i g n  Minister-  Alexander  Los-
yllkov, cli:cctor~gencral  o f  the
ltui~~an  Aviation and Space Agency
Yii~y K0picv  and chairman of the
Russia-Ascall  Co-operation Fund Dr
Vl,ltiimir  iaatov.

MOU\ on science .uid lcchnoiogy.
and if!forination  and comin~rnica-
tmns  tcthnology,  will lbe  signed.

O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  a  US$900mil
(RM3.42htli  deal is also on the table
for Russia to supply I8 Sukhoi Su--
3OMK fighter  aircraft to Malaysia.

Defence  Minister  Datuk  Selli Najib
Tun Ra7ak  and his Russian counter-
part had, in May, agreed in principle
to the deal.

In aviation  and aerospace co-
operat ion.  Morozov says Russia
aspIres  to help Malaysia “explore”
these fields. and Malaysia’s National

astronautic authorities,” he adds.
Russia is also assisting Malaysia’s

research designs on the polar zones,
with its famed North and South Pole
researcher Artur  Chilingarov having
come here last year to prepare the
groundwork.

Polar research was among the
projects that Russia had pledged to
help Malaysia with during Putin’s
bilateral meeting with Dr Mahathir
i n  M o s c o w  l a s t  M a r c h .  ( D r
Mahathir’s trip to Antarctica last
year was on board the Russian ice-
breaker, Captain Dranitsyn.)

Morozov cites the 011  and energy
sector as another field of bilateral
interesi,  saying that  Russia  was
closely monitoring its development
in Malaysia.

“What ha5 impressed us greatly is
your  Government ’s  privatisation
and deregulation strategy. I hope
we WIII  be able to co-operate in
t h i r d  countl-ies  a s  w e  d i d  w i t h
Petionac  i n  exp!oring  t h e  o i l
resoul-ces of !ran,”  he s,?ys.

Malaysia-Russia economic ties
have got a boost with several finan-
cial bodies stepping in to provide
help.

In March, Russian state-owned
Insurance company lngosstrakh and
Malaysian Export Credit insurance
Bhd (MECIB)  signed an agreement
on insurance of external trade oper-
ations.

Last  year ,  an agreement  was
signed between Bank Negara and

Education is another key area of
b i la tera l  co-operat ion that  Putin
and Dr Mahathir are likely to dis-
cuss, according to the ambassador.

“I am particularly happy to note
that Russia has become a destina-
tion for Malaysian students. The
tlurning  point in our educational ties
occurred only two years ago, with
the official unilateral recognition of
diplomas of five Russian medical
u n i v e r s i t i e s  b y  t h e  M a l a y s i a n
Government.

“There are now more than 700
Malaysians studying in Russian uni-
versities,” he says.  adding that
Russian professors were also teach-
ing at  Univers i t i  Malaya,  USM.
Univers i t i  Tenaga Nasional  and
Universiti Teknoloji Mara.

Morozov,  who was posted here
on Sept 27, 2000. says he wail not
rest until another matter is resolved
- the restoration of direct ail- !inks
b e t w e e n  M o s c o w  a n d  Kuala
Lumpur.

Russian air!iner  Aeroflot scrap-
ped Its service to Kuala Lumpur  in
April 2001.

“It only takes about 10 hours to
fly directly from Moscow to KL.
Now, it takes up to 20 hours to get
here, using other routes from Paris,
London, Zurich and Tokyo.

“Time is money for our business-
men. With more Russians eyeing
Malaysia, Aeroflot should re-consid-
er,” he said.
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