
Russian cOnnection will provide
V E N D O R  a tA Moscow%
fittnous  Arhat Street proudly
says that ht’ knows Malay-
<ia. In his limited English.

learned on the street. hc says h’e has
a “Made in Malaysia” television set
that is “better  ;~nd cheapc,r  th;ln c~thc>r
makes”.
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The business-like and amicable relations between Russia
and Malaysia are set to gain momentum and raised to
a higher level with the landmark visit of Russian
President Vladimir Putin,  writes HARDEV KAUR.

Individuals likca this vc~ntlor  \vill
get to know ~nuch more  ahut Ma-
laysia. its pcY)ple. economy  antI IC’iltl-

ership f’ollowing  l’wsident  VladinGt
I’utin’s landmark  vi,Git t o  Kuala
1Al111[‘U“.

Putin is the fit-4 Kushi;u~  Icxlcr to
make ;tn 0ffici;tl v i s i t  to Kuala
1,uniput:  It will wt  the ,stagcs fi)r fur-
t h e r  improv(*n~ont  it? I)il;ttc~txl rcla-
tions  and  provid(l  imp~~tus to the ex-
isting good and grmving  wlntions.

During l’rinw Minister I)atuk Seri
Dr M a h a t h i r  hlohamad’::  visit t o
Rlos;cow  l;isl ywt~.  tlw t\vo  sides
agwcd to  wt up :I j o i n t  t~conomic

commission and the Russia-Malaysia
and Malaysia-Russia Business
Councils. The Malaysia-Russia
Business Council will he launched in
the presence of the two leaders today%
and together with the commission,
will provide additional contacts and
avenues  for strengthening relations.

The two leaders. who have “very
good chemistry between them”, also
hold very similar views on a nutnher
of intclrnational  issues. These include
the need to get to the root causes of
terrorism and the importance of a
just and multi-polar world based on
‘intcrnntional  law and equality, mu-

tual respect for the sovereignty of
individual countries and co-operation
to ensure global stability in the po-
litical, econotnic and social sphere.

Having met Dr Mahathir 011 foul
previous occasions, Putin  says he is
impressed with Malaysia’s consis-
tency of policies and respect for law.

In an interview at his official res-
idence, Novo Ogoryovo, outside
Moscow, Putin described the bilateral
relations as “business-like and ami-
cable”.

He pointed out that economic
and trade ties have improved with
trade growing by 34 per cent.

Malavsia with new opportunities
/

Russia is rich in resources, skills
and talent. Combining Russian re-
sources and Malaysian expertise can
yield handsome results for both par-
tics.

But Moscow lacks the market
know-how and marketing skills to
maximise its skills and capabilities.
A Russian businessman said  he
hoped Malaysia would be able to lead
them into the regional and interna-
tional markets.

been significant growth in industrial
output, double-digit growth in in-
vestments, increase in exports and
imports, and growth of household
incomes by more than 14 per cent in
real terms.

Putin,  “a young, sober and strong
leader”, has set a target to double
Russia’s GDP over the next 10 years.
To achieve this, the average GDP
growth must he no less than 7.2 per
cent per year, a figure which was
attained in the first six months of
this year.

investors and owners. Putin  says:
“We are sticking to the international
standards of accounting and we are
decreasing the tax burden. And this
policy of the Russian leadership will
continue.”

In fact, Dr Mahathir, during his
visit to Moscow last year, offered
Kuala Lumpur  as a base for Russian
businesses and entrepreneurs for the
regional market. And with Russia
“open for business”, there are ample
opportunities for Malaysian entre-
preneurs.

Russia  has  e tncrged from i ts
“murky” past, and with a stronger,
more confident leadership, it is well
on its way to reclaim its place among
the “prosperous, developed, strong
and respected nations”.

According to Andrei  Illarionov,
economic  adviser to Putin.  Russia is
currently experiencing an economic
boom. He points out that there has

The areas of co-operation and col-
laboration between Malaysia and
Russia are numerous. Dr Mahathir
and Putin  have identified energy,
biotechnology, prospecting and min-
ing and space vehicles and IT, in-
cluding the Multimedia Super Cor-
ridor.

“I  believe,  (Putin)  can restore
Russia to its position of greatness,”
Dr Mahathir said at the end of his
visit to Russia last year. Russia has
taken great steps forward. And this
will result in the Russian Federation
becoming a great power again and
providing the necessary balance of
power in international affairs.

Moscow is strengthening the leg-
islation guaranteeing the rights of fl hardev@alumni.KSG.harvard.edu
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