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risan policies will continue under my successor, says Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR  Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mahamad has called on
Malaysians to support Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, his anointed
successor who  will  take over as the
country’s fifth prime minister in
November.

Dr Mahathir. who is Umno presi-
dent and head of the country's largest
codition paty, sad dthough Abdullah
had his own dyle of administration,
the policy of the Barisan Nesiond gov-
enment  would remain.

“He is my successor and will lead
Barisan. But what we have promised,
we will continue to deliver under
Abdullah.

“There will be no change in the pol-
icy of the Government and we shquld
not be doubtful. With the same policy,
we will continue to develop and
become an example to the world” he
sd a the 50th anniver celebra
tion of power sharing in the ruling
paty a& Stadium Medeka here yes
terday.

Dr Mahathir also took swipes at
wha he cdled a “gynthetic dtena
tive’ group, which he sad was now in
disarray because of disagreement
among  themselves.

He said the Barisan, as a unique
codition of 14 politicd parties, needs a
powerful mandate to enable it to con-
tinue developing and admipistering
the country in a better mannﬁ.

The Prime Minister said,/FBarisan’s
druggles to bring development to the
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codhtry and people had been evident
since 'its inception and they would be
continued by its leaders.

The power-sharing cause, which
was lad out by the firs prime minis
ter, Tunku Abdul Rahman, had been
caried out by subsequent leaders, Tun
Abdul Razak. Tun Hussein Onn and
himsdf.

“At the end of October, | will relin-
quish the post happily because there is
a uccessor. There is no power sruggle
among us” he sad.

Dr_ Mahathir, who took over from
Hussein in July 1981, sad the country
would continue to develop if the
Government's  policies  stayed.

“That is our vison. At every leve,
from the top leadership to the children
in the kindergartens, we have to dedi-
cae oursdves to the country so we
vvj(!l be respected by the world,” he
sd.

Dr Mahathir sad he dso hoped the

ort
Barisan in the coming generd ectplon

“We are not shy to ask the peoeFIe to
Support us totaly so we can help the
people and not worry about our sur-
vivd,” he sad.

Dr Maahir sid the people trusted
the Govenment even during the “dif-
ficult” 1999 generd dection.

He sad Baisn not only retaned
two-thirds magjority in the Dewan
Rekyad but incressed its representar
tion to threequaters of the dectorate

“| sincerely hope the people will
continue to give us this kind of support
because the stability will help us
become a developed nation sooner”
he sd.

“Peopl e often asked me how we
managed to do it. | told them it is eas-
e done than a codition of two parties
because if one of the paties decides to
pul out, then the codition would col-

‘Under Barisen, if one party decides

to leave us we will not be affected
much and will dill be strong,” he said,
adding that smaler parties could not
hold the codition to ransom if they did
not get their way.

On apersonal note, Dr Mahathir
sad he would be stepping down with
a e of rdief becaue he had a wor-
thy successor in Abdullah.

“He has dso given his word that he
will cary on with the Barisan policy,”
he sid.

At a press conference later, Dr
Mahathir 'sad he was pleased with the
response from Barisan component
paties, which had dl given their sup-
port to Abdullah as his successor.

On Abdullah leading Barisan in the
generd  dection, Dr Mahathir sid he
was confident of Abdullah's  capahility
as even in the past Abdullah had
played a big role in eections.

Dr Mahahir dso sad he would go
to the ground to campaign for Baisn
candidates in the upcoming general

oy Ptpz!;m"at there is no power struggle

election even though he would be an
ordinay member and not a cendidate.

“l ‘will continue to campaign
because | remember people cam-
pagned for me until | became prime

# miniger. It is my tun now to repay

them,” he sad.

On the politicd stuation in  Sabah
and Saawak where paties ae it
ting up to form more parties, Dr
Mahathir said Barisan would not sm-
ply accept a paty into its fold because
“we dso want to be cautious”

He ds sad Barisan would not force
the parties to merge because it
aknowledged thet there  were racid
differences or divergence of  opinions
among the parties.

“Each race and party is free to have
its own way as long as they subscribe
to our principle of power-shaing” he
sd.

W More reports and pictures on
Pages 3 & 4



	Support Pak Lah (The Star 21/09/203)

