‘Selang
Govt’

SELANGOR is among other
states including Kelantan and
Terengganu that have objected
to the Federal Government’s
decision to take over the man-
agement of water in the coun-
try, Works Minister Datuk Seri
S. Samy Vellu said.

“When the mentris besar and
state representatives met the
Deputy Prime Minister, they all
agreed to the plan.

“But when they went back to
the states, they claimed that

they were not apart of the deci-
sion,” he told reporters at the
Parliament lobby yesterday.

In July, Samy Vellu an-
nounced that the Federal
Government would take con-
trol of water facilities and oper-
ations from the states in the
peninsula to ensure adequate
supply at all times.

Samy Vellu had said that the
state governments had agreed
to allow the Federal Govern-
ment to be responsible for the
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water supply after an agree-
ment was reached -at the
National Water Council meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad in Pufrajaya.

Samy Vellu reiterated that
the states would be unable to
bear the expenditure and
added that the Government
would reconsider the existing
water concessionaire compa-
nies in the states.

“We will maintain them if

gainst
lan’

their rates are reasonable but
they will also be under the
Federal Government's jurisdic-
tion,” he added.

Earlier in the Dewan Rakyat,
Samy Vellu told Teresa Kok
(DAP - Seputeh) that Kelantan,
Johor and Penang had priva-
tised their water management
in the state.

He added that some of the
other states had partially priva-
tised their water management.
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