
PM,: Muslims accept 
govt views on Islam 
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KUAI,A LUMPUR: l’rim(l 
Ministcxr I)atuk Set-i I)r Ma- 
hathir Mohallr;ld ycstert1ny 

s;titl th(, m;rjority of Muslims 
in thr country accc~pt the gov- 
c~rnnic9t’s views on Islam. 
;111c1 th;lt this h;ls ]mvelltc~d 

tht~ from deviating from the 
trues trxarhings of thrl reli- 
gion. 

I .NIO ‘years people have been 
intc,rpreting the religion to 
suit their needs. They preach 
hatred and advocate war. 
which is actually deviating 
from the essence of Islam. 

Islam for its own gains. 
“That is just a political 

gimmick. They know very 
well that we have syariah 
laws that apply to Muslim 
families. But we cannot apply 
syariah laws throughout the 
country because 10”,, of our 
population are not Muslim.” 

‘A lot of people make dif- 
ferent interpretations and 
people believe in these wrong 
interpretations. The result is 
that Islam appears to be an 
obstruction to progress.” 

“I follow the fundamc~ntals 
of’ religion. and the fund:i- 
mcntals of the Muslim rcli- 
gion arc iICtll;llly very good: 
thtg advocate pcacc. .Jhey 
xlvocntc friendship. brother- 
hood and tolcrancc of people. 
Those arc the fundamentals,” 
he said in an interview on 
I3lX’s programmc Talking 
Point. hosted by Lyse Doucet. 

Mahathir said for over 

“We had the same pheno- 
menon in Malaysia and we 
countcrcd this by explaining 
the true fundamentals of 
Islam to the people. By large. 
Malaysian Muslims. the> 
agree with our views.” he 
said. 

To a question about PAS’s 
allegations that the govern- 
ment does not adhere to the 
fundamentals of Islam bv 
refusing to implement syari- 
ah laws, Mahathir said PAS is 
not an Islamic party but a 
political party that uses 

Mahathir added that it 
will be unjust and unlslamic 
to implement syariah laws on 
non-Muslims in the country 

To another question, Ma- 
hathir said there is a need for 
Muslims around the world to 
go back to the basics of the 
religion. 

He said wrong interpreta- 
tions only divide the commu- 
nity and hinder economic 
and scientific development. 

Mahathir added that it 
will be difficult to unite the 
1.3 billion Muslims in the 
world, just like how it is diffi- 
cult to unite the more than 50 
member nations of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Confe- 
rence (WC). 

“But we feel we can perpe- 
trate perhaps a number of 
them to unite and act effec- 
tively, despite the fact that 
there is no full unity,” he said 
of Malaysia’s task as chair- 
man of the 10th OIC summit, 
to be held this week. 
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