
PUTRA.JAYA: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamatl says v&ran Barisan Nasional 
politicians who havt, been around a long time 
should make, way for new facc~s. 

~1~ said thcby should pivot ;I chancel to new 
f;w(~. and also h(>ly, to (w~~paign for these cati- 
did;~l~~s’ vic~tories in the goneral tBlcc:tion. 

In ;~n intc>rvkw with l~(~rnama yostclrday. 
11 is 1;1st I~c~forc~ handinK ov(%r powt!r at th(h c>ntl 
of iho month. lh(y primc~ minister said prtlvi- 
OIISIY h(s was “c,nlt);u.r;lssc,(l to 1~811 them it 
\v:,s t iIll<’ to slcq, tlown”. 

“‘l’hc~y would havt> turnc~tl around and said 
‘\i’h:lt ;lbout you?’ NI)W that I have stcppcd 
~OM.II. I wn 1(,1l th(wi ‘you can stay on only 
I’III- \o long. You cxn‘t stay forcwr, you c2n’t 
sl;~y unlil you tlict in offiw‘.” 

I I(> said 1 tic5cl long-sc>rving incxmbrnts 
should rc~nwmlwr that thtly <WC, in that posi- 
I ion b&xusc~ ot hc,r ptwplr supportc4 th(>m 
and ktlpt th(m lh(~r~~. c+~tion ;Iftc,i-t~l(~~tion. 

NW! tits said. it is thtl turn of now facts 
;111d (tic, oldw guard should tnak(L way and 
hcslp th(, n(‘w candidatc~s win in the polls. 

“That’s what I think we should all do. I am 
gotng 10 do .just that. I need to help the 
cxloct IOIIS (‘v(~II t hou$$ I an1 not a cnnd~datc~.- 

Give way and help 
new faces in polls, 

old guard told 
Asked about some BN leaders who had 

been there as long as him or even longer, 
Mahathir: 711, said: “It is up to them. I believe 
that after some time, you can’t stay; you are 
burnt out. .4nd I think your constitution ma!, 
not hc as good as t hc younger generation.” 

He said ht> had bcnef’itpd from the late ‘fun 
Hussclin Onn who willingly stepped down 
and madc way for him to become prime mirl- 
istw in 1981. 

“I didn’t push him out: hc d(>cided to step 
down. If  he had not stepped down. I would 
not havcl had the opporhmity to do anything. 

“So. even if you have done well, you 
should be prepared to accept the fact that 
somebody else may do better,” he said. 

Mahathir will hand over power to Datuk 
Seri AhduIlah‘Ahmad 13adawi on Ott 31. 

L%twan leaders m the BN who have 

served over 20 years include Wanita Umno 
chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz. Gerakan m-es- 
ident Datuk Seri Dr Lim K&x Yaik. -MIC 
president Datuk Seri S. Sam? Vellu and 
Sarawak Chief Minister and Parti Pesaka 
Rumiputera Hersatu president Tan Sri 
Xbdul Taih Mahmud. 

Datuk Seri Dr I,ing I,iong Sik. anothel 
long-serving leader, quit as MC4 president 
on May 28 after a hitter rift within the party. 

Mahathir, who will chair the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference summit 
tomorrow, was also asked to comment on 
Pakistan President t’ervez Musharraf’s 
views that he has become public proprrtv 
and could not retires from the international 
stage because he has a lot to contrihutct to the 
Muslim world. 

“If I am required to do anything that is 
productive. yes. I will be willing to con- 
tribute. not in an official position because 1 
will not be able to have the kind of authority 
I have in Malaysia as prime minister. 

“The only contributions that 1 can make is 
maybe ideas. My contribution even in Malay- 
sia is in terms of ideas ___ Authority is neces- 
sary in order to implement ideas,” he said. 
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