
Dr M, your ‘sons and
daughters’4-b-f  r”tIh 3
OVFR the past t w o  w e e k s have

Icl-tallll~~.  I IWIIeve.  the  ma.jol-lty
r,f  Mdld~\l‘1115  5lLll.C’  my \cntllllcnts.
ovel.  thl.  p15t  Icw  weeks,  I  h a v e
II’CLCIV~YI  collntll~~~  ~‘~lnall.  l e t t e r s
and  I~IcpI1on~’  (all\  fl~Oll1  rcadm
d~mund lhe  woi.ld  w h o  w a n t e d  t o
L’xpl i’55  111~‘11  I;Y4ings  a b o u t  Dl
~1al1a1lill-.

P&II one  o f  these  or-dinary  MaI+
5iam  I~>11  thal  the  l~~ihutc  be ing lmtl
III III- Maha1h11  cou ld  be  regmled  as
ltlol‘ltl-y.  to‘ltlylllg  and  5ycophallcy.
<li  SOIlli’  poIItICldllS  have  claImed.

M a l a y s i a n s .  rqai-dless  o f  thcii.
I  ace and  Iri’llgloll.  5llllply w a n t  t o
\Jy  th‘llllc  y o u  10  d 111,111  they  gen-
t~incl\/  hclicvc  has contl-ibutcd
~‘leatl~  IO 1111’11~  I!\~~~~.;I

He~.cl  15  <I  I~<III  who has  Oec11  the
C..lldlV5I o f  trclllendolls  c h a n g e s  tr!
ml~~~‘&l  over  the  last 22 yeal-%

Wlllli~ ll(11  dll Illi’ llic\s~lgcs  w e r e
I ~1111111~‘11d,\1)1~’  of  l)r M‘lll‘ltllll~.
\VlllCIl  Ii ill1~ll~l~~ldl1~l,ll~l~~  dllll  <1c-
L.C~l’lNl  Ill  any  di’lllOCl~dtlc  ~ocietv.
Ihey  acl~llowlctl~:ctl  1l1e  i’c(Jllolllii
tlll~fLxVcc~  he  had I~l-ougllt  t o  llllj
ccNllltr~.

I IldVI’  dCCidC(I  III I-qmtluce
‘~‘xtl-ilct~  01  (‘~llldll  dlld  IcttW  tlrolll
I  (‘11d1’1  5  who tool<  IIlL’ troul,le  t o
I ~~‘+Olld

I’IlLW  M<lI‘lVVal15  deWI-\K= t o  he
h‘lld I,\: th Ii’Si  LlI th.  11;111011,
~‘\pi’cially  111~  pc’tly  politician.

lil~<ltlcl  MIIW  l.lII  WI-IJIC’  ti1at  Dl
2l,llIa1li11~  l\ mol~c thli just d I+ iliie
\lllli\rt’l,  tl~Wll,lll::  IllIll dj  “a Iatllel~
\Lh(I  \‘~‘~l1lld  \p<1111;  IIS Wlli’ll WC’  1111s~
l)l’ll<lL’(’ <llld Wlli’ll he I\IlCW  what
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w a s  bcttcr  he w o u l d  Ilot  b a c k
tlowll.”

“Oul-  c o u n t r y  Still  l a c k s  a  t r u e
democracy but yet we ncvei-  lacked
a leader-  who cared.” he said. ddduig
that MalayGns  could not expect a
perfect man.

Dr MallathiI-.  as Lui aptly pointed
out. did not feel the need  for  popu
hi-lty  iii  his leadci-ship  and quest to
make  Malaysia bettcl.,  and that the
whole nation would miss  his leader-
shp.

“We have  been  lucky to have him.
toi-  this  is indeed  a great mm and lie
lid5 5ci~vecl  the  c o u n t r y  w e l l , ”  LUI
wrote’.  “His ~01-1~  has made  all of 115
III-oud  as  Mdlaymll\.”

Kcatle~-  Mohanml  Ismil Saud  DI-
Mahathii.  h a d  made  many  iinpopm
lar dec is ions  iii  his cdl-eer and  had
a n g e r e d  him  ~cvci-al  liiiics.  but  i n
the  e n d  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w a s
pi-oven correct.

“ H e  WJS  a iilan a h e a d  o f  t h e
tllncs.  tics  lVCIS  alway  Illally steps
ahead of us and often  we could not
Illldel-stand  t h a t  he IlIst w a n t e d
the  best fol-  II\.

“Ill Ill? end.  Ilc‘  Was IrIght  and  fol-
t h a t  w c  niu5t  sa lu te  h im.

“As d humail  bclii:~.  he made  niis-
takes but  dui-ing  t h e  2 2  y e a r s  a5  a
Ieadcl-.  Ills  dcllieVCillClltS  fol- iCl<lla~~-
sid c e r t a i n l y  o u t w e i g h e d  t h o s e
flaws.

“As a Muslim.  he also dal-ed  to tell
us what was  wi-ong  \vith  us,” wrote
Mohalllcd.

Rcadci-  Lini  Chew  Yin  adniitted
t h a t  a t  times  she ,  too ,  had  been
a n g r y  with 111.  Mahathilr  espec ia l ly
dui  lng t h e  I997  f inanc ia l  ci.isi< and
1115  sl  irrq  ci.iIIcijnl of the West  “but
he s t u c k  [(I  Iii5  guns  and  w e  came
away  Wllll flyIll!:  cololllK“

“I lmow 1lll\  s1)1llld\  cllcllCkl.  b u t  I
w i l l  alway  admire  h i m  a n d  lo\‘c
him. tic  will be  xi-catly  missed.”

salute you
Riduan  Ismail  f r o m  Kuala  Lumpur

t e l e p h o n e d  t o  s a y  h e  w a s  u p s e t
w i th  the  “ fau l t  f i nders”  and  those
with “ho l ie r  than  thou”  a t t i tude
w h o  wel-c  m o r e  cancel-ned  w i t h
ach iev ing  the i r  po l i t i ca l  ambi t ions
in the name of ~rcligion.

“ D r  M a h a t h i r  w a s  o n e  m a n  w h o
would  never  be  in t im ida ted  by
those who want to chai-t  the coiii-se
o f  t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  m e d i e v a l
social ol-del-.

“As  a  Musl im,  I will remember
Dr Mahathir for his guts in voicing
t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  m o d e r a t e  M u s -
lims.”

A n g  Layping,  w h o  l i v e s  i n  t h e
United States. wrote that she was
often overseas but had followed the
countr-y’s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  D r
Mahathll-‘s  leadership closely over
the years.

“I pci-sonally  felt that our country
is very lucky to have such a respect-
ful and courageous leader. I have
met  h im in  New YOI-k and I  t ru ly
wish him well in  hea l th  and  many
more yeai-s  to come.

“ M a l a y s i a n s  s h o u l d  b e  v e r y
proud of  h im:  wi thout  h im,  we
Malays ians  w i l l  no t  be  known to
othel-  n a t i o n s .  A l m o s t  e v e r y o n e  i n
the  wor ld  knows  our  pi-inie  minis-
tel.  I  s i n c e r e l y  s a l u t e  y o u .  T h a n k
you, Sll’.”

Couple  Anitha  and  5.  Dan ie l  e-
m a i l e d  m e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  wei-e
“deep ly  touched  w i th  your  k ind
w o r d s  a n d  under-standing  of  our
prime niini5ter”  in the two previous
ai~ticles.

“OUI- Prime Minister told us that
we could do anything we want just
by believing in ourselves.

“He has so much confidence in us
that we lack in ourselves. Despite
the  many critics, he made Maldysia
5hlne.”

FI-om Italy. reader Lee Sau Kuan
wrote that “DI- Mahathir has devel-
o p e d  M a l a y s i a  a n d  alio m a d e
Malaysian well~known.  I now live in
Italy but  I miss him  dearly.”

Chce  Kcong  T a n ,  In h i s  1;11~  20s.
wrote: “I am one of the lucky people
i n  t h e  a g e  w h e r e b y  w e  witneszcd

t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  o f  0111
be loved  na t ion .  Look ing  a round
today. the living condition has in-
proved, infrastructures have been
upgraded, we are all - at least the
ma jo r i t y  - lnol-e  comfor tab le  now
than  iii  the  8 0 s .

“We owe all these to Dr  M, a PC’I--
son  so close to our hearts that he is
like family, a fatherly figure to all of
us.

“I am sure many of us know how
much he has sacrificed for the coun-
try and the people, yet we have dis-
appointed him again and again with
problems.

“ B u t  j u s t  l i k e  a  f a t h e r ,  h e  neveJ
gave up on his ‘sons and daughters.’
T h a n k s  f o r  n o t  g i v i n g  u p  o n  u s ,
thanks for being a great father to all
Malaysians. And thanks for giving IIS
a future.

“FI-om  the bottom of my heart, as
well as many of the Malaysians, we
will really miss you and YOUI- love to
us will never be forgotten. We love
you, Dr M!”

V i c l t e n s w a r i  T h u r a i r a j a h  w r o t e
to say that she has an 11-year-vld
d a u g h t e r  a n d  w a n t s  t o  s e n d  a
postcal-d  t o  D r  M a h a t h i r  t o  t h a n k
h i m  f o r  w h a t  h e  h a s  d o n e  f o r
Malaysia.

Yes .  YOUI- f ami ly  can  do  so  by
w r i t i n g  t o  him a t  t h e  P r i m e
Minister’s Office, Bangunan Per-
dana Putra, Pusat  Pentadbiran
Kerajaan  Perseltutuan,  6 2 5 0 2
Putra jaya  01.  eniail  to  ppm@$tiio.
gov.r11,y.

From  Ohio State University in the
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s t u d e n t  J o h n n y
Khong,  too, said he wanted to write
to  DI- M a h a t h i r  t o  e x p r e s s  “ m y
deepest appreciation for his Ieader-
s h i p  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  dul-ing  111s
tenure.”

And finally, I even received two
~responscs  - flrom Bosnia  and Eth io-
p ia  - sa lu t ing  DI- M a h a t h i r .  T h e y ,
too. say :Ilcy  will miss Dr Mahathii
as much  as ail  of us.
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