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BANGKOK: Love him or hate
him, world leaders and the world
media pav close atention to what
Prime Miniger Dauk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad says. His speeches
and words continue to be studied and
andysed, generaing reection over a
long period of time. It was no different
this time.

They pad close dtention to his
remarks on globalisation and the
need for far trade a the 11th Apec
leeders medting in Bangkok. T
sought him out from among leaders
gathered in Bangkok for the Apec
leaders  summit.

US President George W. Bush
even sought him out during the Apec
leaders retreat to say what he
thought of the speech — contrary to
reports that Bush rebuked him.

A US spokesman. Scott McClellan.
is reported as saying that “the pres-
ident pulled him (Dr Mahathir) aside
between meetings and told him that
what he sad was ‘wrong and divi-
sive'”

Bush is also reported by the
spokesman as saying that “it stands
uardy againg what | beieve in".

To a quedion whether the Amer-
icans were saying one thing for
public consumption and another in
private, Dr Mahathir sad he (Dr
Mahathir) was not hard of hearing.
He added that the spokesman was
not around when Bush spoke with Dr
Mahathir and Bush “did not rebuke
me'.

Condoleezza Rice, the national
security adviser, said on Monday that
“everyone thinks the comments were
hateful...”

Not s0. Rice does not speak for
“everyone’. Many agree with the
Prime Miniger and indeed pointed
out that he is the only one who is
prepared to spesk out and cdl a
pade a spade.

Canadian Prime Minister Jean
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Cretien shook hands with Dr Ma-
hathir and did not condemn.

“I shook hands with him (Dr Ma-
hathir) like with everybody dse”
Cretien sad

Undoubtedly the newly crowned
‘Sheiff’, John Howard from Austra-
lia, agrees with Rice's statement. The
reection from Howard, who has no
love for Mdaysia and its leaders, was
not unexpected.

US Secretary of State Colin
Powdl. who met Foreign Minister
Dauk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, was
told that the speech should be read in
totality to understand the centrd

messge.

According to Syed Hamid, Powell
admitted that he had read the speech
and on the whole found thet it had
“good idess’ except one or two sen-
tences that “created apprehension”.

While they condemn Dr Mahathir
when he speaks about the Jews and
other injustices inflicted on the poor

and the Muslims. there are no such
condemnation or reection when the
Muslims are caled terrorigts.

For example. when the Italian
Prime Minister Silvio Berlesconi
mede a datement that “Mudims are
terrorists’ no one protested. “Did the
European Union pass a resolution to
say that this is against the Mus-
lims?” Dr Mahathir asked.

But this time the European Union
had wanted to pass a resolution at
the end of the two-day EU Summit
with a condemnation of Dr Mahath-
ir's speech at the OIC, where he said
in part that Jews “rule this world by
proxy”.

French Presdent Jacques Chirec
and the Greek Prime Minister Costas
Simitis, did not think the end-of-
summit statement was proper.

In fact. Chirec. in his letter to the
Prime Minigter. noted with approva
that Dr Mahathir's gpeech cdled for
an end to Pdedinian suicide atacks
on Ilgradis.

Chirac urged the OIC to promote
mutual respect and tolerance between
Idam and other religions.

Many leaders around the world
agree with what Dr Mahahir sad.
He had receved a dsanding ovaion
for his speech just as he received an
ovation a the end of the Press con-
ference a the Queen Sirikit Con-
vention Centre.

Many admit that Dr Mahathir is
very critica of his own people and in
fact, his gpeech was very criticd of
the Mudims and urged them not to
act irrationaly and that they should
think and srategise.

In fact, the Muslim world has
much more reason to be upset with
him for taking them to task.

In an interview with the Bangkok
Post, Dr Mahathir said: “In my speech
| condemned dl violence even the
suicide bombings but those things
were blacked out in the Wegen
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media”

But despite their sdective report-
ing and blackouts by new agencies,
the American and the Australian
media continue to pursue the issue.

One even wanted to know whether
Dr Mahathir would visit Isragl to tell
the Jewish leaders what he thought
of them, to which the Prime Minister
replied that he would be willing to
vist lgad, if the Jewish leaders go
to the Mudim countries and explain
why they are cdled terrorigts.

Israel’s Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon claimed that it would teke
countries, including Arab countries,
to realise that they would move to-
wards “disaster if they listen to him
(Dr Mahathir)“.

But Sharon, with his policies of
incursions into Paedinian land and
killings of Pdedinians is cregting
disagter, problems and havoc in the
Middle Eagt, which threstened the
safety and security not only of the
region but of the whole world.

Sharon, who has support from
Washington, has not only violated
and ignored numerous UN resolu-
tions but continues to kill the Pdes
tinian people and occupy their lands.
He has sad tha his government was
determined to accelerate congtruction
of a security barier in the West
Bank, despite growing internaiona
opposition to the project.

The facts cannot be ignored. Truth
hurts but one must be able to face the
truth and facts in order to ensure
that the injustices and horror does
not recur.

But even as the Wesern media
criticises Dr Mahathir they admit
that they will “miss him” when he
steps down &t the end of this month.
He provides good copy, one Western
journdig said, adding that he was
not afrad of addressng controversd
issues head on.
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