
PLJTHAJAYA: Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad has brushed oft‘ a US PM brushes off 
Scn;~tc decision to curb military aid to 
hlalaysia on account of his recent remarks 
abotlt kws ruling the world by proxy 

“It dotlsn’t makr any difl‘t~rc~nco to LIS. We 
don‘t r4ly nc~d that money,” he said at his 

‘US Senate vote to 
curb military aid 

‘I’ho IJS Sf~natc voted unnnimously on on 
hlonfiay lo tic> the US$l.Z million (RM4.5 mil- 
Ii(m) military traininK aid to a rf!port hy the 
Slalfs I)f~partmf*nt dt~tf~rmining whether 
~lalaysia “supports and promote religious 
II-fv~fi~mw. inf~luding tolrranc’c for pooplc of 
thr, .I,wish faith”. 

‘I‘h~~ provision was afldcfl to an 17X$18 
hill~on (liMtiK.1 hillion) foreign aifl spflnding 
bill. whif% the, St9ato is f~xpef&~ft to appr-cwf> 
Ihis ~v5~f~li. While> lh(l amount is small, :ridcs 
in \+hshington said (hfi movtb shoulfl sflnfl ;I 
mt’ssago to Malaysia’s government. 

“‘l’hf~y want to tlictatcl (to) Iho worltl. WC, 
;II‘V all hc%ing run by thfa US Senatc~. it‘s no 
good having our own f~lfxtions,” said 
Mah;~thir. who straps flown on I~‘rifiay after 22 
ycxrs ah primf! minislen 

“WV h(~tlf~I- c+rt (vote) in thtt IJS olcrtirms 
:III~ wts (‘;in h(h sure WC’ gf4 lhf, right r(spr-ctsc~n- 
tativfss ” he said. . 

He also appeared to imply that the Senate 
vote was proof’ of his claim that *Jews rule 
the> world by proxy. “They are very annoyed 
about what I said about the Jews. This is 
thc>ir reac‘tion, so what I say is true.” 

US President George Bush said he 
rebuked Mahathir at an Asia-Pacific summit 
in Bangkok a week ago, hut the premier did 
not remember it like that. “It’s the biggest lie. 
If hc had rebuked me. I’m quite sure I would 
have rebuked him also.” Mnhnthir said. 

Ile provoked sharp criticism from 
Western governmrnts and Israel this month 
for comments at a summit here of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference Icadcrs. 

“The> Kuropeans killed six million Jews 
out of 12 million. Hut today. the Jews rule 
this world hy proxy.” he said, receiving a 
standing ovation. He also condemned the use 
of violence and reminded Muslims to use 
their brains to defeat their enemies. 

Some analysts believe Washington could 
hurt its own interests if it alienatecl 
Malaysia through this largely symbolic ges- 
ture, which still needs to win support from 
the House of Representatives. 

“It is a model of moderate Islam,” said 
Brad Glosserman, of the Pacific Forum CSIS 
think tank based in Hawaii, adding that 
Malaysia serves as an example for Muslim 
participation in government beyond South- 
east Asia. And Carl Thayer, analyst at the 
Australian Defence College in Canberra, 
said undermining the military-to-military 
relationship, which was one of the strongest 
ties between the two nations, was an odd wav 
to treat an ally-in the war on terror. The Us 
could he shooting itself in the foot when it 
wants cooperation .” he said. 

Malaysia’s relations with Washington 
have nosedived after reaching a high point in 
May last year when Mahathir was welcomed 
at the White House hv Rush to be thanked 
personally for his su-pport in the war on 
terrorism following Sept 11, 2001. 

Since then, while maintaining his strong 
condemnation of terrorism and detaining 
local Islamic militants, Mahathir has been 
increasingly critical of Bush’s handling of 
the campaign. ReutersiAFP 
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