
A \vattvd is tlicx puhlifxtion of 
The I,ifc and Times of DI 
Mahathir, dtltailing I);ltuk 

Sari I)r Mahxthir Moh;u~~:~d’s 
prc~mii~rshil~ ow’r ;I lwriotl ot 
;~lniost 2:i yfvit-s \vith its iword of‘ 
lllf, t1;ltion’s ;lchif~\c~mf~l1ts. ch;ll- 
Ifw~os i’cicc~d and trials ctidurcd. 

‘I’hq art’ thfx stuff of histot-> 
\\ h ic+ as ;~~knowl~~tlgc~d is ncvw 
litif~:rt: lvith its uphand downsand 
/.ig:-z;lg:s. 

I’twviding 21 l~~~ologuc of sorts 
to his Morniist itlox for the 
Xl:il;iys and his lexicrship of the 
country is ‘/‘/fr .2~lmlr1.1~ I)ilvtttrttn, 
lxthlishc~fl tn 19iO. Mah:tthir had 
Ivrittf,n the, hook ;tfIflr hcb lost his 
K&i Stw Sf~latitn p;irli~ll~lciitary 
sf,at tn the l!W gfmfwl f4fdion 
;1ntl \\‘LIS f~xpl‘llf~d ~rl,lll Umno li,r 
criticising thv p:rrt~ Ifwlwship. 

tlfl i5 ;I vf~raf~ious rfwlf7 as 
\vc%ll 2s ;I \vritf7~ 01‘ a nt~mbc~r of 
tlcwspapf~r art klf~s ant1 books. 

In I)fYY~nll,c~t~ 1!1,15. :ts 21 young 
stutltmt who had just t~f~tut~nt~tl to 
s~~11001 aftor l’our ycvt-s ot 
.Iapanf~sf~ Owupat ion. hv wrotr in 
thfx cdttorial of his school (Sultxn 
I\htlul I l:imitl (:f~llcg:(~. Nor Star) 
tllagazinc~, /Ir/mlcr~~rt, of which 
llf> w;fS f~flitl)l‘: 

“llttmantty is on thf> thrfdiold 
(If thcs gtwltc~st .Agc of' all tt1ca 
Age of I\tfnllif~ 1Cilcv-gy. and we, as 

~llc~nll~c~s of th(x human raw pray 
and holw that this t~cvolution~t~y 
~‘tl~‘l‘g~ Will hfl trtrnf4 t0 Il(‘il(‘C’flll 
tisagy. Llit> hfqw that this mwvcl- 
IOIIS flisvovf~t.~ will fmhanw thf> 
progt~fw of mankintl. raiw the 
St;llltlill‘tl of living and mainlain 
I’(YlW ,‘VC’Il ;,s it StoppfYl War.” 

kl tif.11 ititlwd has l~fwi Lvrittcn 
about him. tlfs was sf~f~tl as ;I 
nl;ll;ly 11111~;l ;ltlfl tlll~l‘f~ \v:ts llltlc~ll 
;f~~~~t-f~hf~iisiotl Lvhfw hfx joiiwtl thtb 
~ovf’l‘llttlc’llt. 

011 thfl ofwsiot~ of his twint: 
:tppoititf~fl tl(~puty pritllf~ tiiitlist~~t: 
oilf’ rf~portc~r askc~l hit11 why sfmw 
pfwplf~ flf~scrilwcl him :tS iltl 
f~stt~f~nlist politic,iatl. 1Ll;~h;ithit 
rf~plkd: “First 01 all. you haw to 
flf~~iflf~ \vh:tt is at1 c~strf~tnist 
bl;tl;ry politic~ian. I \vorild mnsitl- 
fir 111ysc~lf as ;I vfq frank polit i- 
c,i;in 1~170 likes to spf~rk up whrtl- 
wcr lllf)t-(1 is sotllf~thitl~ that has 
to be said” 

f Iv has saifl mu& sinw then at 
n;itic~tl;tl iIS \Vfall ah itltf~t~tl;rtif~n;tl 
If~Vf~lS. so tlluc~ll so that ll? has 
flffPl1 IlfY~ll l‘C3fcyt’t’f~tl t0 ;lS ill1 intfat’- 
national gadfly by tlio intortw 
t iotl;il tiif~tlix 

Whil~~doin~ tiwtlic~;il studit~s in 
Iltlivf~riit\ OI‘ M;ll;ly;f. in 
Sing:;ipf~rc~. I\/l;ih;ithit’ wrotf> arti- 
f~l(5 10 the Slrai/,s ‘/‘i/rws ullfk~r th? 
pfwtiatiwf~f (‘Iif, I)f+. ;I family pflt 
tlaitw. Most trl’ t1w ;trtic.lf>s 
fi~f~tisf~l on Yl;il;i~ powrtp 

III> dwiw to IX> iii politics and 
to put into c+fiw his idws was so 
itt-ong that it c71uwtl him to fluit 
gc~vf~rtitnc~tlt 5f~rvif3~. III 1955 ho 
f~~tal~lishc~fl his own ~nf~fli~tl praf’- 
t if.1,. nlxl IX f,linif,. in :Zlor Stat: 
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its in the town and MAHA was the first set up by a Malay It is widely 
known in Alor Star- that treatment was cheap: RM3 for an examina- 
t ion, RMT, for an injection and RM6 for housecalls. 

1\t1 cwcrgency call came one day from an old man at Batu 1. 
I)iwbfwng Kerrtapi. Km-ok. During thr house-call Mahathir was 
aslwd by the patient to state his fees. Noting the dilapidated condition 
of the house, he replied: “Whatever you can pa>!” He was given RM2. 

It was a gesture forever remembered by the old man’s teenage 
grandson. Zainuddin Maidin. later a journalist in Utusnr? Me1n.w and 
tlow del)itty information minister 

As Mah:tthir later told 17w fCuttzotrtist, politics is a good profession 
for thaw Lvith medical training since a doctor records the. patient’s 
mc4ical history and after examination makes his diagnosis. 

IIc ;rddcA: ‘Xnothw quality 1 gained ii-om practising medicine was 
a wrtain compassion and sense of resuonsibilitv for people in need. 

He has often 
been referred 
to as an 
international 
gadlly 
by the 
international 
media. 

You try to &derstand pcopie’sAailments as 
well as their feelings their depressions 
or their joys and this has served me well 
in later years.” 

Mahathir become a member of 
Parliament in 1964 at the age of 39. The 
following elections in 1969. however. saw 
the ruling Alliance winning a paper thin 
majority The situation became volatile 
and unstable, and race riots erupted in 
Kuala Lumpur on May 13. Mahathir then 
wrote “a strong letter to Prime Minister 
Tunku Abdul Kahman. urging him to 
resign”. It resulted in his expulsion from 
the party. 

Mahathir was reinstated as a member 
of Umno and made senator three years 

lakt: 11~ was giwn his first cabinet post as education minister in 1974 
after winning the general election. Just two years later. he was 
appointotl deputy prime minister which set him on course to becoming 
pritiic~ minister in 1981. 

lCmphasisctl was his focus during the period to “the meation of an 
f~thtlifAlv stable and economically and socially prosperous Malaysia”. 

Towh’ing on thtb New Economic Policy which ended in 1990 after 20 
yews. Mahathir nottlti that it “changed the scene of Malaysia almost 
cwnlpl&!ly. No longer are the towns mainly Chinest and the rural 
arfw populatc~d mainly by Malays and other bumiputeras. More and 
mow. the urban areas reflected tht> population structure of the entire 
nation”. Thr NKI’ was followed by the National Development f’olicq: 

Referring to Vision 2020 
launched in 1990, Mahathir 
reminded that its success does 
not lie only in “growth figures” 
but that the vision galvanised the 
entire nation. Quote: “The words 
dun prrluh-dun puluh in Malay 
and ehrling-ehrling in Chinese 
has fuelled the dreams of every- 
one in Malaysia. 

Noting the “cut-and-thrust. 
dog-eat-dog global economy 
game” and its domination by the 
West. Mahathir embarked on a 
series of moves which changed 
Malaysia from a mere producer of 
raw materials to a manufacturing 
and exporting country 

He initiated the Look East pol- 
icy focusing on learning and 
implementing Japanese and 
South Korean work ethics and 
management principles. 

Meanwhile, several large 
Japanese corporations had 
become more competitive on the 
world markets selling goods in 
Malaysia. An example is Matsu- 
shita Electric which exports to 78 
countries from Malaysia. 

In mattrrs uolitical is the 
stance taken that in politics thcrc 
are no permanent enemies. And 
that there can be happy reunions 
also. It explains the appointment 
of former deputy prime minister 
Datuk Muss Hitam as special 
envoy There was the return of 
former finance minister Tengku 
Razaleigh Hamzah to the Umno 
Supreme Council and the return 
of Datuk Syed Hamid Albar, 
Datuk Kais Yatim and Datuk 
Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh 
Fadzir as cabinet ministers. They 
were once stalwarts in Team B 
opposed to Mahathir. 

That Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Abdullah Radawi, for- 
merly in Team B also, has been 
chosen by Mahathir to succeed 
him is further testimony 

Puzzling. therefore, is the 
suggestion from certain quarters 
that Mahathir be given some sort 
of special powers after the hand- 
over. Surely his own decision on 
the succession should be respect- 
ed. As the old Malay saying 
reminds: A ship cannot have two 
captains (Tiada kapal dengatz 
dua nakhoda). 

Also awaited, therefore, after 
Mahathir’s retirement is the pub 
lication of his memoirs filled 
with personal rctlections. anec- 
dotes and reminiscences it will 
be part history too. 

IIatrrk Mazlatl Nwdrtz has a ool- 
umn in theSun. He uws j&t-mu 
editor of‘ Ctusan Melayu arzd 
tbrnatna chairman. 
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