
Govt to study poverty 
level of minority groups 

A SPECIAL household income survey 
is being undertaken to find out the 
state of poverty and quality of life of 
bumiputra minority groups in 
Sabah and Sal-awak. 

“The first phase of the survey cov- 
ei-ing nine minor-ity gr-oups has been 
completed and it indicates that the 
incidcncc of poverty is highest 
among the Rungus. Sulu and Orang 
Sungci 111 Sabah and the Penan. 
Kenyah and Kajang in Sarawak.” 
said Datuk Ser-i Dr Mahathrr 
Mohan~acl. 

“In the peninsula, the orang as11 
arc among the poor-est,” he said. 

Based on this, the Govc~rnmcn~ 
would draw up 11101-e focused pl~ans 
to alleviate poverty among Ihcsc 
people, the Pr-imc Mimslc~ said 
when tabling the Mid-Term Review 

of the Eighth Malaysia Plan. 
On moves to cap the rising cost of 

development projects, he said the 
Government had decided that there 
would be no direct negotiations for- 
pi-ejects ~inlrss absolutely necessary 
and only under exceptional cir-cun- 
stallccs. 

“Contracts for. development pro- 
jects will be awarded based on open 
OI- rcstr.icted tenders hecause there 
are now many good bumiputi-a con 
tractors and they must compete 
with each other-.” 

On the country’s mipi-oved infra- 
structure, DI- Mahathir cautioned 
Malaysians to be pr.epar-ed to pay a 
reasonable fee fol- services render-ed 
although the Government would 
provide support where it could. 

“Thaw installation. operation and 

maintenance of these facilities do 
not come free of charge,” he said. 

On education, Dr Mahathir said 
the Government would introduce 
measures to promote competition 
among institutions of higher learn- 
mg so that they would emerge as 
premier- univer-sines at par with 
Cambridge, Harvard and Waseda in 
Japan. 

To increase industr-ial produc- 
tivity, he said, the Government 
would suppnrt the establishment 
of trading companies ala Japanese 
sogo shoshas to become the con 
duit for the marketing of products 
abroad. 

On tourism, Ire said Blue Flag and 
Gr-een Globe cer~tdicatrons would be 
introduced to tourist srtcs. 

“The Blue Flag IS awarded to 

beaches that meet international 
standards while the Green Globe 
certification is given to eco-tour-ism 
sites that adhere to environmental 
protection guidelines.” 

A National Botanical Car-den LXO- 
ject will be developed to showcase 
new investment opportunities in 
agriculture, apart froin being a r-c- 
creational and tourist sate. 

To promote the development of 
sewerage and solid waste managc- 
ment. he said, a Sanitation Cam 
mission would be set up. 

On the New Economic Policy, he 
said the economic disparities bet- 
ween the races had been reduced. 

“Actually, the relationship be- 
tween the different races is far bet- 
ter today than at any time in Ma- 
laysia’s history.” 
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