
‘Preserve national unity’ 
KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister 
I)atulc SCI-I DI. Mahathir Mohamad, 
013 the we of lib Iretirement. made 
,111 i~il~IJS5l~lll~d pl?J t0 M~llCly- 
\1,1nj to p~wscwc national unity 
( OlllC Wll‘ll mlly. 

’ WI one shoriltl have a narrow 
vi~~Lvr)oint d~l(l dccusc the Go- 
vcllllllcllt of tuyii1>; to dPJ1-oy tl1c 
CLI~!~IIT and Idiigtidge of ,iny race.” 
he uitl in co~~cli~tl~~~g his tdbhng ot 
thr Mitl-Terni IWic-w of the 
1-1~:11~11 MJlJj'il‘l i'ldll Ill Ill? IkWJll 

l;<?I,vJt J"'C'i!Cl thy. 

He said national unity in a 
multi-ethnic and multireligious 
country could only be maintained 
if there was a high level of under- 
standing, tolerance. and mutual 
respect among the people. 

“We have seen how many othcl 
multi ethnic societies have failed 

because each race places IL.5 own 
interest lir5t before [he Interest of 

the nation. 
“If WC‘ are not (‘d! eful, we too 

WIII LIII and Iw tlrsti ~;vxI,” he s;lid. 

III, Mall‘~rllll- idld the SLICCC'SS of 

a nation depended 011 its citizens. 
“‘Phr COIOII!. of t!w skin. raclai 

Ilcmgi~ 01 11;1tt11 ,ii I-c’~III-~~~ arc’ 

not the iunst IlllpOi-tdllt facroi-5, 
and tel.tainly cannel determlnc 
succcs,” he said. 

“What determines succes< is 
the cult~~~c 01. the value system 
which IS accepted and practised,” 
he s.4. 

He urgc~i Malaysians to be pre- 
par~i lor JII\I challenge that came 
tllcll- w<1y. 

“It has ken my pleasant expe- 

rience during my tenure as Prime 
Minister to find all Malaysians ral- 
lying together in the face of a cri- 
sis,” he said, while ministers and 
MPs who packed the House 
thumped their tables in agree- 

lllcllt. 
“Tllis uniquely Malaysian chai-- 

actcristic must be maintamed at 
all costs and should never IX sac- 

rificed in the interest of expedlen 
cy of parochial self-interest 01 

political opportnnism. 
“As I resign from the natm?‘s 

highest elected office. I call upon 
every Malaysian to [rise to the 
occasion to face the challenges as 
they emerge ~1x1 shoulder the 

Iresponsibilities of citizenship.” he 
said. 

If thus was done, there was no 
reason Malaysia could not remain 
successful and make rhe counti-y a 
nrodel for the world to emulate 
Ma/uyv.\ia Boleh, he said. 

W See StarBir for ll-page special 
report on the Mid-Term Review 
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