
Pak Lah’takes over 
oaths of office and secrecy. He then signed 
the instrumtmt of office before Chief Justice 
Tan Sri Ahmad Fairuz Sheikh Abdul Halim 
and witnessed by Chief Secretary to the 
Government Tan Sri Samsudin Osman. 

Ahciullal~, 63. takes over from Mahathir, 
‘i7, who had been prime minister for 2’2 years 

the longest sc>rving democratically elected 
leader. 

Mahnthir fi)llowed through on a pledge to 
rEtire nmk I6 months ago at the Umno 
gc7ic7-al assc>nibly 

l,at(ll: the limelight shifted to the g-cell- 
domcd ILlngunan JWdaiia Piitra in 
I’utr;i.j:rya whcrtb Mahathir hand4 over the 
I~~;~tlt~rship of the f’t~d~~ral governmc~nt to 
;\trdlllf:rll. I-t~polTs f3~~l~ll;llll~1. 

In tfw histoi-ic, ttxiisf~~r of pcnwr wwiiio- 
ny which IV;IS held at the Prime) Yfinistc>r’s 
Off’ic~ OII thr fifth Root-, Mahathir handed 
over thcl desk fil(b to signify the transfer of 
r~:sllonsit)iliti(~s of thr high office to 

Ahdullah in the presence of Samsudin. 
Abdullah then had a closed-door meeting 

with Mahathir while cabinet ministers, 
senior government officers and scores of 
ministry staff and hundreds of Putrajaya 
residents waited outside to hid farewell to 
Mahathir. 

After the short meeting, a smiling 
Mahathir walked over to the packed lobby 
where he clocked out for the last time at 
5.0Spm, witnessed by department staff. 

Ahdullah then walked with Mahathir and 
Siti Hasmah to their car. stopping to shake 
hands with a mob of well-wishers. 

Mahathir’s departure from the Rangunan 
Perdana Putra ~‘~1s recorded by hundreds of 
local and foreign press photographers and 
TV cameramen. After seeing Mahathir off, 
the prime minister waved to th(, people prct- 
sent and then got into his official car. 

Citixn Mahathir lcwes today for an 
overseas holiday’(see pug@ 2). 
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