
ak Lah is PM I 
KUALA LUMPUR: Qatuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
was s~‘urn in as the country’s fifth Prime Minister before 
ihe Yang dl-Pertuan Agong at the Istana Negara yester- 
day, ushermg in a new chapter in Malaysia’s history. 

He succeeded Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad (later 
made a Tun together with his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti 
Hasmah Mohd Ali], who had held fhe helm for 22 
years.The ceremony began at 3.05pm in the Balairong 
Scr~ with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed 
Slrajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail and Raja Permaisuri 
Agong Tuanku Fauziah Tengku Abdul Rahman walking 
up to the dais and standing in front of the throne. 

The National Anthem was then played. 
Following that, Abdullah, who will be 64 next month. 

was invited to receive his letter of appointment from the 
King. 

Among those present to witness the historic event 
were Abdullah’s wife, Datin Paduka Seri Endon 
Mahmood. Dr Mahathir and wife, Cabinet Ministers and ‘ 

Accompanied by the Head of Ceremonies, Abdullah 
approached the throne to receive it and took his oath of 
office and loyalty and oath of secrecy. 

iibdullah then proceeded to a table to sign the instru- 
ments of office, witnessed by ChiefJustice Tan Sri Ahmad 
Fairuz Sheikh Abdul Halim and Chief Secretary to the 
Government Tan Sri Samsudin Osman. 

The documents were then handed to Samsudin. 
Federal Territory Mufti Prof Madya Mohammed Yusoff 

Hucsa!~: recited the doa selamat and the ceremony con- 
cluded at about 3.15pm. 
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Desk file to signify I 
tranisfer of power - 1 L NOV 2003 _ .- .-, 

to signify the transfer of responsibilities 
of the high office to Abdullah in the pres- 
ence of the Chief Secretary to the 
Government. 

4 
,.,, - ._.- _ 

foreign dignitaries. 
T& lwearing-in was immediately followed by the 

conferment of Tunship on Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti 
tiJWL?l?. 

by Dr Mihathir and Dr Siti Ha&ah. 
Throughout the ceremonies, Dr 

Mahathir was seen holding back his 
emotions and deep in thought most of 
the time. Dr Mah,~chir was awarded the Seri Maharaja Mangku 

Negara whi!e Dr Siti Hasmah received the Seri Setia 

Eo:t; a\::ards carry the title Tun, which is limited to 25 
pwple a any one time. 

The ceremony ended at about 3.3Opm 
Na;ionaI anthem was played again. 

i!w !Gng Jild Qtieen then left the Throne Room 
l TURNT 

Later, in Putrajaya. Dr Mahathir offi- 
cially handed over the leadership of the 
Federal Government to Abdullah. 

Bernama reported that the ceremony 
was held at the Prime Minister’s Office 
on the fifth floor of Bangunan Perdana 
Putra. the seat of government. 

Dr Mahathir handed over the desk file 

Following this, Abdullah, who is also 
the acting Umno president, had a closed- 
door meeting with Dr Mahathir. 

Outside, Cabinet ministers, senior 
government officers and scores of min- 
istry staff and hundreds of Putrajaya res- 
idents waited to bid farewell to Dr 
Mahathir. 

Abdullah. who was born on Nov 26, 
1939 in Kepala Batas. Penang, was 
appointed Deputy Prime Minister by Dr 

Mahathir on Jan 8, ‘1999. which was a 
Friday, like yesterday, and also in the 
month of Ramadan. 

Dr Mahathir then walked over to the 
lobby where he clocked out at 5.06pm. 
witnessed by staff of the Prime Minister’s 
Department. 

Abdullah then walked with Dr 
Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah to their car. 

Dr Mahathir spent about 20 minutes 
shaking hands with the officers and staff 
as he walked towards his car. 

After seeing Dr Mahathir off, the new 
Prime Minister waved to the people pre- 
sent and then got into his official car. 
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