30 OCT 2003
Abdul | ah- Umo
ABDULLAH ACTI NG UVNO PRESI DENT FROM 3PM TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi wil |l
be acting Umo President from 3pmtonorrow when Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad steps down as Prinme Mnister and fromall party posts.

Dr Mahat hir announced this after chairing the Umo Suprenme Council
nmeeting at the party headquarters here today.

"Abdul l ah will hold the post when | resign at 3pmtonorrow. The post of
acting president is inline with Clause 9.9 of the Umo Constitution," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah woul d al so be acting Umo treasurer, a post held by Dr
Mahat hir .

This was also in line with party tradition, said Dr Mihathir who
chaired the Umo Suprene Council neeting for the last tine as party
pr esi dent .

Cl ause 9.9 of the Umo Constitution states "If the president steps
down, the deputy president will act in that post until the general assenbly
is held to elect the new president."

Al so present at the nmedia conference were Abdul |l ah, Ummo
Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and the three vice presidents ---
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and Tan Sri Mihamrad
Haji Muhammad Tai b.

Dr Mahathir said the question of appointing an acting deputy president
did not arise at present as there was no provision for this in the
constitution.

"Under the constitution, the supreme council has the right to decide on
certain matters if there is no provision pertaining to these matters," he
added.

Abdul | ah meanwhi |l e said that on behalf of all Umo Supreme Council
menbers he had expressed grateful thanks to Dr Mahathir at the neeting.

"We appreciate his exenplary | eadership,” said Abdullah who will be
sworn in as Malaysia's fifth Prine Mnister tonorrow at |stana Negara.

He noted that Dr Mahathir through his views and advi ce was determ ned
that Umo which was the backbone of the Barisan Nasional should continue to
struggl e for even bigger success.

Umo should al so struggle for continued unity anong the people and for
devel opnent not only for the Malays but also for all Malaysians, Abdullah
sai d.

"On behalf of everyone present | reiterated that our political approach
whi ch has been effective so long will continue to be adopted,” he said.

"I told Datuk Seri, even though Datuk Seri has retired, we wll
continue your struggle. God willing we will be successful,” Abdullah said.

He said Umo Suprene Council menbers wi shed Dr Mahat hir happy
retirement and expressed the hope he woul d enjoy good health and wel | bei ng.

Dr Mahat hir wanted Umo menbers to support Abdullah and ensure that the
party functioned well.

Dr Mahathir also pledged to continue working for the party's success to
return the favour to the party which elected himas its president and with
it provided himwth the post of Prine Mnister.

"I will help in the election canpaigns. Even when there is no el ection
I will nmeet with Umo menbers and the Malays to strengthen their support
for the party,"” Dr Mahathir pl edged.

Touching on Umo's struggle, Dr Mahathir said the party was noderate in



its struggle and only Umo struggled for the Malays and for Islamin this
country.

"W are the ones who gave the Malays their rightful place and enabl ed
themto redeemtheir dignity. We restored the honour of Islamand showed
how good is the religion of Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo would continue with the policies |laid down by its
| eaders right from Datuk Onn Jaafar, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -Haj, Tun
Razak and Tun Hussein Onn.

He said the policy determ ned by the Tunku had much influence on the
Umo struggl e.

"The Tunku's principle was Umo shoul d be together with the other races
and other parties and not take all for itself. It should be willing to
share, work with other races and have an administration which is just to
all races,"” he said.

Notwi t hstandi ng this, Dr Mahathir said Umo should defend the interests
of the Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras and give themtheir place in the
nati onal econony.
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