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PUTRAJAYA, July 28 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi net a del egation fromthe Japan External Trade
Organi sation (Jetro) and Japan Chanber of Trade and Industry (Jactin at
his office here today.

The del egation, led by Jetro chairman and chi ef executive officer Gsanu
Wanat abe, conprised 60 senior executives from 47 Japanese conpani es.

Speaking to reporters after the one-hour neeting, Abdullah said
Mal aysi a al ways encouraged nore snall- and nmedi um scal e conpani es ( SME)
from Japan to cone here to invest and formjoint ventures in various areas
with their counterparts here.

"Japanese conpanies said they are ready to cooperate and formj oi nt
ventures here,"” Abdul | ah said.

He al so said that he told the delegation that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbohamad was encour agi ng Japanese conpani es to invest,
especially in the biotechnol ogy field.

WAt anabe said it was a very inpressive neeting with the di scussion
focused on ways to enhance busi ness cooperation between Ml aysi an and
Japanese conpani es.

The del egation arrived here |last night on a three-day business m ssion
to Ml aysi a.

Earlier this norning, the del egation nmenbers nmet International Trade
and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz. They will attend a briefing
by the Ml aysian Industrial Devel opnment Authority (M da) and have a
busi ness mat ch- naki ng session this afternoon

Tonmorrow, they are scheduled to call on Dr Mahathir.
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