21 JUN 2003
Abdul | ah-W ndUp (Tri bute)
ABDULLAH LEADS UMNO LEADERS | N PAYI NG TRI BUTE TO DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Top Umo | eaders today paid hi ghest
tribute to Prime Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
whom t hey descri bed as the captain who has successfully steered the country
for nearly 22 years.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, who represented
t he Suprenme Council menbers, said since taking over the country's
| eadership since 1981, Dr Mahathir had placed Umo on a strong footing,
wi nni ng respect for the country and the people.

He said Islamwas al so accorded a progressive and dynam c di nension to
preach the true teachings which gives priority to the fundanentals of Islam
through a realistic approach

Abdul | ah' s appreci ati on speech when wi nding up the debate at the 54th
Umo Ceneral Assenbly received thunderous appl ause from del egates who al so
gave hima standi ng ovation.

The Umo deputy president said under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, the
peopl e and country underwent a clear transformation in physical, social
political and econom c sectors.

During the period, the country and Umo went through various trials and
tribul ations.

"Neverthel ess, our president is a man of wi sdom and a cl ever captain.
He has brilliantly navigated the country through waves and storm during the
voyage, " he said.

Abdul | ah, who will take over the reins as president and prime mnister
fromDr Mahathir in October, said Ml aysia was fortunate for having an
illustrious statesman who does not know di sappoi ntment and bow to threats.

Dr Mahathir, he said, is the synbol of a hardworking and brave | eader

He is also the portrait of an illustrious statesman and dynani c | eader

Abdul I ah said he was thankful to Dr Mahathir for the confidence and
trust in himsince he becoming prime mnister in 1981

He said only he and International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz are anmpobng the ministers in Dr Mahathir's first cabi net
who are still around.

"The period does not include the three years and 10 nont hs sabbati ca
| eave | took," he said jokingly, referring to the period he was outside the
cabi net .

Saying that everything that happens has its own bl essings, Abdullah
told the del egates that he received the last award from Dr Mahathir on
Thur sday when the prime mnister gave hima copy of his policy speech which
was aut ographed with a prayer in English.

The prayer reads "May All ah bl ess you when you take over."

He said he was touched and appreciated the "award" and the trust and
confidence given to himwhile working with Dr Mahathir.

As a mark of the country's and people's appreciation to Dr Mahathir's
contributions, the governnent had accepted the proposal nmade at the
assenbly to set up an Institute on Mahathir's Thoughts.

Abdul | ah al so expressed his appreciation to Dr Mahathir's wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali and their famly for "lending her husband
and bel oved father”™ to Umo and the country.

He said Dr Siti Hasmah had been the main source of inspiration and
strength to Dr Mahathir in serving the party and country.

"She is indeed a doctor who has soothed the hearts and souls of nany



peopl e,” Abdullah told the del egates, who once again stood up and gave a
t hunder ous appl ause to show their respect.

Dr Siti Hasmah was seen hol di ng back tears.

On the confidence expressed by del egates for his | eadership, Abdullah
said his ability to inherit the party's and country's | eadership could only
be possible with the solid support of Umo nenbers and the people.

He said he chosed "Managi ng Success" as the thenme of his speech when
opening the Youth, Wanita and Puteri assenblies on Wdnesday as a nmark of
respect for the successes of the Prine Mnister that would be inherited by
Umo, the Mal ays, the people and country.

He said Dr Mahathir had gi ven a successful Ummo, Barisan Nasional,

Mal ay race and Mal aysi ans.

Abdul | ah said all the successes nmust be managed well so that they woul d
beconme a strong foundation for excellent progress in future.

"Dr Mahathir's trust in me to take over his post and the support from
you all is the trust and responsibility which | accept," he said.

Abdul | ah ended his speech by pledging to be firm fair and just in
di scharging his duties, once again the Dewan Tun Razak erupted in a | oud
appl ause from del egat es.
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