08 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r - Abdul | ah
ABDULLAH PASSES W TH FLYI NG COLOURS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

Bl NTULU, May 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Ser Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, has passed
his two-nmonth stint as acting Prime Mnister with flying col ours.

"I think he cane through with flying colours. | can reassure you that
while on holiday he did not ring me to find out what the issues are. He is
able to carry on, on his own," he told a news conference after opening the
Petronas natural l|iquefied gas (LNG conplex here.

Dr Mahathir said that although Abdullah reported some of the things to
him all the decision were Abdull ah's.

Abdul | ah had done very well in the |last two nonths, he said, adding: "I
wi sh ny | eave was | onger."

On doubts on Abdul |l ah's perfomance as reported in "The Econom st", he
said it was not worthwhile to quote the nagazine.

Dr Mahathir said that if the Econom st was sincere, when Ml aysia did
far better than other countries which had achi eved i ndependence at the sane
time, it would have credited Ml aysia.

"They are not happy. They like us to fight each other like in Africa.
It is not worthwhile to convince them of anything. The whites are superior
to the yell ow ski nned, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Economi st was not very conplimentary to him
ei t her.

He said: "Let thempit people against each other. I amnot going to
respond to such stupidity,

"These people will do anything. There's no point conmenting on them
They have got a biased view. They think they can carry out a regi nme change
in this country because now all countries nmust be subjected to regine
change and find some | eader who is willing to kowow (be servile) to them"”

Dr Mahathir said Abdullah did not kowow to them "I amquite sure he
will not be liked by them"

The Econonist had, in its April 5 issue, carried unfounded all egations
agai nst Mal aysia, belittling the policies and programres inplenented by the
government under Dr Mahathir's | eadership and casting doubts on Abdull ah's
credibility.

On Abdul I ah taking over as prine mnister, Dr Mahathir said that he
woul d be resigning by end of Cctober.

"I hope to resign after the OC (Organisation of the Islamc
Conference) neeting but I have been requested to stay on by sone
countries.” he said.

Noting that during the Iraqg war the western nedia was very good at
concocting lies and telling a different story, Dr Mahathir said: "They
never report about the suffering of the people of Irag...western denocracy
is about cutting people's legs and arns."

On the high port call charges at the LNG conplex, Dr Mahathir said he
was studying the proposal to reduce the charges and woul d announce it
soneti nme soon.

Asked if he had fornmed any new i deas during his | eave, he said he had
i deas from what he had seen overseas which could be applied here like in
the industries.

"But | have only six nonths left,"” he said.

He al so said that he wanted devel opnment to be brought to the rural
areas because if devel opment was focused only on the towns, the rural folk



woul d be I eft behind when the nation devel oped.
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