28 APR 2003
Abdul | ah- Econom st
ABDULLAH PLEDGES " MOST EFFECTI VE ACTI ON' AGAI NST "THE ECONOM ST

BUTTERWORTH, April 28 (Bernama) -- The Government will take "the nost
ef fective action" agai nst The Econom st of London for publishing an article
which hum|liated Mal aysia and its | eadership, acting Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today.

The Covernnent had di scussed the formof action that would be taken
agai nst the nagazine and this action would serve to rem nd them and ot her
like-mnded witers that it would not pay to come up with such base
articles, he said.

Abdul I ah, who is also Hone Mnister, said this when asked about the
formof action that woul d be taken agai nst The Econom st and whet her it
woul d be allowed to circulate in this country.

"W want whatever action that is taken to be nost effective,"” he said
after a neeting with community | eaders and | ocal officials here.

The magazi ne was said to have questioned the integrity of the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and [ evelled unfair criticism at
hi s | eadershi p.

Asked whet her the The Econom st had offered any clarification or
apol ogy, Abdullah said he had not received any such thing fromthe
magazi ne.

Head of Puteri Umo Ml aysia, Azalina O hman Said, urged the Home
Mnistry not to allow the nagazine to be circulated in Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi an Yout h Council Vice President Ahnad Sobri urged the governnent
to be very firmwith such witers.

Secretary- General of Mislim Consuners Associ ation of Ml aysia Datuk Dr
Maanmor Gsman said banning the magazine in this country would be the best
way to teach thema | esson.

I n PENDANG, Kedah, the April 5 issue of The Econom st was burnt in front
of the Umo office, witnessed by a |large group of politicians and
uni versity students.

Apart from Umo Youth and Puteri Umo nenbers, some 80 students of
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM were al so present.

Presi dent of the UTM Student Representative Council Mhd Shahar
Abdul | ah said the university students felt the article had no credibility
and was very stupid.

"The Econom st should be banned in this country,” he added.
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