09 SEP 2003
Abdul | ah- Sar s
ACTI VATI NG ANTI - SARS MECHANI SM? NOT JUST YET, SAYS DPM

By: Jamal uddi n Muhamad

BANGKOK, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia need not as yet activate its
mechani smto handl e the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndronme (SARS) even
t hough one new case of the di sease had been confirnmed in Singapore, Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d here today.

"We do not want to take action that will inply a serious situation as
this will affect economic and tourismactivities," he told a news
conference here.

Hence there was no need to re-install the thermal scanners at entry and
exit points in the country, Abdullah said.

Mal aysia will neverthel ess nonitor closely the new case confirned in
Si ngapore, he said.

Abdul | ah said he had asked Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng to get a
detail ed report on the new case from Si ngapore.

He said the anti-SARS mechanismwas already in place in Malaysia and it
coul d be activated at short notice.

So far no new SARS case had been reported in Thail and.

Abdul | ah arrived here yesterday for a two-day official visit.

Abdul | ah who is al so Hone Mnister today held a neeting with Thai
Interior Mnister VWan Muhamad Nor Mat ha.

They di scussed cooperation in the exchange of intelligence in the fight
agai nst terrorism

Abdul | ah earlier attended an econom c and devel oprment briefing at the
Nat i onal Economi c and Soci al Devel opnent Board.

The briefing by the board' s Senior Policy Planning Advi ser Dr Arkhom
Bannawel i, anong ot hers, touched on trade between Ml aysia and Thail and.

He said Thailand's total trade with Malaysia for the first five nonths
of this year anpunted to US$3.08 billion (RML1.7 billion) with exports
valued at US$1.7 billion (RM6.7 billion) and inports US$D1.3 billion (RVb
billion).

Its major export itens for |ast year included parts and accessories for
of fice machi nes, electronic integrated circuits, petrol eumand crude oil
while main inport itens were sem conductor devices, natural rubber and
aut omati c data processi ng machi nes, he said.

Thailand is Malaysia's eighth [argest tradi ng partner accounting for
2.9 per cent of its external trade after the United States, Singapore,
Japan, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and South Kor ea.

Dr Arkhom said total investnment by Thai conpanies in Malaysia's
manuf acturing sector from 1998 to 2002 anounted to RW4.7 mllion involving
17 projects covering chem cals, plastics, rubber products, beverages and
t obacco products.

He sai d approved Mal aysian investnent in Thailand for the first six
nont hs of this year anounted to US$26.5 nmillion (RMLOO.7 nmillion).

Mal aysi a, I ndonesia and Thail and, he said, had agreed to establish a
consortiumto purchase and nanage rubber stockpile with a US$225 mllion
joint allocation (RVB55 mllion).

The consortium whi ch woul d be | ocated here was to ensure orderly price
for rubber farners and to avoid specul ati on, he said.

He said the agreenment to establish the conpany woul d be signed soon by
the three countries.
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