05 FEB 2003
Adnan- Caner on
ADNAN ORDERS HALT TO ALL DEVELOPMENT ON CAMERON H GHLANDS

KUANTAN, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan
Yaakob today ordered an i medi ate stop to all devel opnent works on Caneron
Hi ghl ands.

The order not only covered clearing of land on Blue Valley for tomato
cultivation but also all other devel opnent works el sewhere on Caneron
H ghl ands, he said after |aunching a signature canpaign for peace in the
worl d here.

A newspaper reported on Friday that a group of conpanies was illegally
usi ng heavy machinery to clear land in an area, which was fornerly part of
the Blue Valley Tea Pl antation on Cameron Hi ghl ands.

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, yesterday depl ored
the indi scrimnate devel opment on Caneron Hi ghl ands, where scant regard was
being paid to the environnent.

The Prime Mnister, who was speaking at the sinmultaneous |aunching of
t he second anniversary of the Putrajaya Federal Territory and the Putrajaya
Bot ani cal Gardens, said he regretted that sone areas on Cameron Hi ghl ands
had been flattened to the extent they were no different fromthe | ow ands
el sewhere in the country.

Adnan said the state government for now did not plan to halt
devel opnent wor ks on hi ghl ands el sewhere in Pahang as no reports had been
recei ved about devel opers levelling hills.

He hoped the state governnent's nove agai nst errant devel opnents on
Caneron Hi ghl ands woul d serve as a | esson to others.

He expressed the hope that the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent woul d anmend the Environnment Conservation Act 1960 to provide
for stiffer penalties.
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