17 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
ADS ON WATER | SSUE ARE FOR PECPLE TO KNOW FACTS, SAYS DR MAHATH R

SUBANG, July 17 (Bernamm) -- Advertisenents placed in local dailies
since Sunday on the water issue with Singapore is to informthe people the
facts behind the issue, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

"Peopl e should know the facts, that's all,” he told reporters at the
Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) base here on arrival froma three-day
working visit to Ukraine.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived at about 7.30am acconpanied by his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, was greeted by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, Transport M nister Datuk Chan Kong Choy and
Heal th M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng as well as other dignitaries.

The water issue between Ml aysia and Singapore resurfaced after the
republic published a booklet which clains Ml aysia does not have the right
to negotiate the price of raw water it supplies to the republic, now fixed
at 3 sen per 1,000 gall ons.

To counter Singapore's allegations, Ml aysia' s National Econonmic Action
Counci| (NEAC) has placed a series of advertisenents in najor |ocal
newspapers expl ai ning why the price should be revi ened.

The two countries had signed two water agreenments and the price of
wat er sourced from Johor, supplied to Singapore, had not been revi ewed over
the I ast 40 years.

Asked on the statenent by the Singapore Foreign Mnistry that the
advertisenents were old argunents, the Prinme Mnister said:

"It may be old but they should have told us about it. Many people don't
know, so it nust be newto a | ot of people.”

On the Iifting of suspension by MCA on its two Penang state
assenbl ynen, the Prime Mnister said the Bari san Nasional (BN) Suprene
Council will discuss the matter.

"That, we will have to discuss,” said Dr Mahathir, who is the BN
chai r man.

Last week, the MCA presidential council reinstated the el ected
representative for Jawi, Tan Cheng Liang, and Datuk Keramat's Li m Boo Chang
after a seven-nonth suspension.

Last Dec 16, the council had "suspended indefinitely" both Limand Tan
after an internal disciplinary inquiry following their nove to abstain from
voting agai nst an opposition notion at the State Legislative Assenbly.

Their nove, to abstain fromvoting agai nst the notion to postpone the
RML. 01 billion Penang Quter Ring Road (PORR) project, led to criticismfrom
BN conponent parties as they were deenmed to have breached the coalition's
code of conduct.

On Jan 7, the BN suprene council endorsed MCA' s decision to suspend the
duo.
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