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AFGHAN PRESI DENT KARZAI TO ATTEND O C SUWM T

By: R Ravi chandran

PUTRAJAYA, COct 11 (Bernamm) -- Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai wll
lead his country's delegation to the 10th Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (OC) Sumit to be held here fromCct 11-18

Af ghani st an Anbassador to Ml aysia Amanul | ah Jayhoon said that four
mnisters -- foreign, finance, wonen affairs and security -- would
acconpany Karzai during the visit.

Amanul | ah said that President Karzai's attendance at the summit to be
hel d at the Putrajaya Convention Centre here showed the inportance pl aced
by the Central Asian country on the 57-nenber organi sation

He said that Karzai would focus on the inportance of unity anmpng the
organi sation and the Muslimworld and how they could use the resources to
sol ve problens besetting the Mislins.

"The president and the mnisters will also take the opportunity to
di scuss with sone of the | eaders of nenber countries the ongoing
reconstruction and the rebuil ding of peace and how they can help us in that
area," he told Bernama.

Amanul | ah al so said that there would a neeting between President Karza
and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on the sidelines of the
sunmi t .

Karzai is expected to stay until the end of the eight-day conference
t hened "Knowl edge and Morality for the Progress of the Ummah".

Amanul | ah noted that the A C, of which Afghanistan is a founder menber
had in the past tried to help to nediate when the country was in deep
political conflict.

"W appreciate the support rendered by the O C and nenber countries al
this while... this includes the resolution to support Afghanistan's
reconstruction and rebuil ding of peace during the | ast Doha Sunmt (in
2000), " he said.

Amanul | ah hoped that O C nmenbers woul d continue to support his country
as Afghani stan was still in need of assistance in many areas in order to
devel op which was an inportant ingredient for lasting peace and stability.

"We are optimstic that the OCw Il continue to support and help us..
this is very inportant so as not to return to the past (wars and interna
conflict),"” he said.

Af ghani stan was under the occupation of the Soviet Union for alnost 10
years after an invasion in Decenber 1979. The coll apse of Najibullah's
conmuni st reginme in 1992 was followed by the rule of the Mijahidin but
fighting anong rival factions brought the Taliban into power in Septenber
1996 and they ruled with repressive policies.

The Tal i ban was ousted by the US-1ed forces follow ng the Sept 11
terrorist attacks and a new governnment was formed under Karzai who
initially served as the chairman of the Afghan InterimAuthority in
Decenber 2001.

Kar zai, 46, was el ected by a natiow de Loya Jirga (G and Assenbly) in
June 2002 as the President of the country with a population of 25 mllion

He first visited Malaysia in February 2003 for the Non-Aligned Mvenent
(NAM summit in Kuala Lunpur.
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