24 FEB 2003
NAM Af ghani st an
AFGHANI STAN CONFI DENT OF CONTI NUED Al D FROM | NTERNATI ONAL COVMUNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Afghani stan President Ham d Karzai
said today his government is confident the international community wll
continue to help his country although the world's attention has shifted to
I raqg.

He said he had received firmassurances for continued assistance from
US President George W Bush, British Prime Mnister Tony Blair, Japanese
Prime Mnister Junichiro Koizum and fromcountries |ike Germany and The
Net her | ands.

"As far as Afghanistan is concerned, the attention of donor nations
will remain with Afghanistan,” he told Ml aysian journalists on the
sidelines of the 13th Non-Aligned Movenment (NAM Summt.

He was asked whether the loom ng US-led attack on Irag would shift the
i nternational community's focus from Af ghani st an.

Karzai said the international conmunity pledged US$1.8 billion (RM5. 8
billion) last year and a substantial part of the anmount had been extended
to Afghani stan through the United Nati ons and non- gover nnent al
organi sati ons (NGOs) .

Af ghani st an needs US$15 billion (RV67 billion) to US$20 billion (RW®6
billion) for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the war-ravaged
country over the next 10 years.

At the International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to Afghans
in Tokyo in January | ast year attended by 61 countries, including Ml aysia,
t he European Union and international organisations pledged to contribute
US$4.5 billion (RVL7.1 billion).

Mal aysia, on its part, had honoured its prom se to provide US$500, 000
(RML.9 billion).

Karzai said his government was happy with the ongoi ng reconstruction
activities in the war-torn country with donor countries showing interests
to build highways.

He said the US, Japan and Saudi Arabia were involved in the
construction of major highways while Italy had promised to build a new
hi ghway from Kabul to central Afghani stan.

The Worl d Bank and the European Union (EU) were working on other
hi ghways.

On Mal aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad assum ng the
NAM Chai r manshi p, Karzai said he was confident Ml aysia would provide a
dynam c | eadership to the novenent in the next three years.

"I"'msure Malaysia will provide NAM a dynamni c | eadership,” he added.
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