30 CCT 2003
Mahat hi r- Agricul ture
AGRI CULTURE SECTOR TO BE REVI TALI SED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
said Malaysia will step up efforts to make agriculture a key sector inits
econony as the sector grew by 1.5 per cent during the review period of the
Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan (8WP) as a result of increased output of palmoil and
food commodi ti es.

The Prime Mnister said agricultural export earnings rose by 26 per
cent per annum from RVMR3 billion in 2000 to RVM29 billion in 2003 supported
by the higher prices of primary and food comuodities.

He said the inprovenent in the export of food comodities was a result
of increasing investnents in |large scale food production and i nprovenents
in quality undertaken in the context of the Mnistry of Agriculture
I ncor por at ed approach

"In the next two years, the agriculture sector is expected to grow at a
hi gher rate of 2.7 per cent per annum The growth of this sector will be
derived fromthe increased output of industrial crops, food production and
the contribution fromnew activities,” Dr Mahathir said when tabling the
nmotion on the Md-Term Review of the 8MP in the Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said while the country has yet to reverse its position as a net food
importer, it has achieved self-sufficiency in poultry and eggs and near
sufficiency in fisheries.

He said the Governnent has identified fish farm ng or aquaculture as
havi ng great growth potenti al

"The CGovernment will intensify efforts to develop new infrastructure,

i nprovenent in skills and technol ogies to pronote nodern aquacul ture. This
i nvol ves the breeding of a variety of marketabl e and highly demanded fish
and crustaceans,"” he said.

For this purpose, Dr Mahathir said the Government will accelerate the
i npl enentati on of the National Seedling Programe and Action Plan for
Hat chery Devel opment.

He said the Governnent will provide support services to encourage
investnments in the tuna industry by establishing four Tuna regi ona
Devel opnent Centres in Johor, Penang, Sabah and Labuan

The Prime Mnister said the Government will also intensify efforts to
devel op the potentials of biomass and bi ot echnol ogy products for donestic
and export markets.

Programmes to devel op speciality natural products such as herbs, spices
and nedicinal plants on an integrated and comrercial bases will be
accel erated, he said.

In addition, the National Botanical Garden project will be devel oped as
a showcase for new i nvestnent opportunities in the agriculture sector
apart frombeing a recreational and tourist site.

To boost devel opnents in the agricultue sector, the Prine Mnister said
nore effective enabling technol ogies will be pronoted.

He said anong these will be the extensive use and applications of
| CT-rel ated technol ogi es and adopti on of e-conmmerce.

In this regard, the agriculture,

Technol ogy- I ndustry- Gover nent - El ectroni ¢ Revol ution or the Agri Tl GeR
ai mred at enhancing productivity and increasing conpetitiveness in the
agriculture sector, will be extended to nore areas including Sabah and
Sar awak, said Dr Mahathir.

Under Agri Tl GeR, a cost-effective business-to-business supply chain



managenent application and a portal called Agribazaar will be further
devel oped, where the Agribazaar will function as an exchange gateway for
agricultural communities and traders to conduct online transactions.

He said apart from sustaining Malaysia's conpetitiveness in palmoi
"vis-a-vis" other oil and fats in the world market, efforts are underway to
devel op the country into a conpetitive food exporter

Mor e technicians, professionals and entrepreneurs will be trained in
nmodern agriculture practices and skills, he said.

To achieve this aspiration, Dr Mahathir said the National Agricultural
Training Centre will be entrusted to plan, coordinate and provide training
and skills progranmes.
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