13 NOvV 2003
Assenbl y- Per ak ( Conpani es)
Al LI NG COVPANI ES W LL NOT BE BAI LED QUT, SAYS RAMY

| POH, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- The state governnent will not bail out ailing
and non-vi abl e conpani es anynore, the State Legislative Assenbly was told
t oday.

State Executive Councillor for Industrial Devel opnent Datuk Ranmly
Zahari said the progranme to rehabilitate conpanies burdened with debts
woul d not be carried out again as was inplemented for N kkei Battery.

He said the state government tried to bail out the conpany whose shares
were al so owned by the Perak State Devel opnent Corporation but the
conpany's internal problens and its inconpetent managenent wi th market
conditions led to the failure of the initiative.

Ramy said this when replying to a supplenentary question from Kapt
(Rtd) Usaili Alias (Keadilan-Bota) who wanted to know the status of the
factory in Tronoh which he clainmed "swallowed RML8 million investnment but
is nowlying idle."

Replying to the original question from Mhd Jafri Mhd Yunus (BN Batu
Kurau) on the total nunmber of small-and nmedi um scal e industries (SMs) in
Perak, he said there are 1,117 registered SMs based on the paid-up capita
of between RMLO, 000 and RM.5 million

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali said although the state
was endowed with vast tracts of land that could be devel oped, the state
government woul d not be hasty in awarding the |and to ensure investors
fully utilised them

Replying to Usaili, he said, investnments in certain projects would be
given only tenporary occupation licence (TCOL) in the initial stage and
ownership titles would be awarded |later after the viability of the projects
have been determ ned.

He, however, said the state governnent was prepared to alienate a big
pi ece of land to investors intending to set up educational institutions in
the state such as Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) in Kanpar

He said 1,200 hectares in Tapah are awaiting prospective investors to
set up another university.

"Education is one of the sectors Perak has an advantage over states
i ke Sel angor, Johor and Penang to woo new i nvestnents," he said.

Taj ol Rosli said while the absence of an international airport and
seaport had affected efforts to attract foreign investnments to Perak, the
state government was giving attention to attract investnments in the
educati on sector.

Bet ween January and June, Perak received investnents totalling RVB74.7
mllion for 30 projects -- 12 new and 18 expansi on projects, he said.

Repl yi ng to Datuk Chew Wai Khoon (BN Tebing Tinggi) on the inpact of
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) on the state's tourism sector,
Ramy said alt hough generally the country's tourismindustry was severely
hit by the deadly disease, the nunber of tourists to Perak had actually
i ncreased.

January to June statistics showed 721,800 tourists cane to Perak
vis-a-vis 707,536 in the same period | ast year, he said.

The Mal aysi a Tourism Pronotion Board (Tourism Mal aysi a) cal cul ated the
data based on the tourist arrivals in |Ipoh, Lunut and Pul au Pangkor and did
not take into account the figures in Taiping, Bukit Merah Laketown Resort,
Hul u Perak, Kual a Kangsar and ot her places, he added.

State Executive Councillor for Youth and Sports Datuk Janmal Nasir Rasd



said the invol venent of students and youths in crimnal activities in Perak
was under control as statistics showed | ess than two per cent were invol ved
in the last three years.

He said there were 3,659 reported cases of students and youths invol ved
incrime from2000 till Septenber this year

O the total, 889 are violent crine, 2,770 property crinme but only 780
i nvol ved students, he said when replying to Usaili

He al so said a committee under the State Youth Consultative Council had
been set up under the chairmanship of the Perak Police Chief to handle
social ills in the state.

State Executive Councillor for Agriculture Datuk Azman Mahal an told the
House the state-level Farners, Fishermen and Livestock Breeders' Day
celebrations at Ladang Infoternak in Sungai Siput recently netted RML. 5
mllion in sales.

Repl yi ng to Abdul | ah Ahmad (BN Rungkup), he said, nore than 250, 000
people visited the expo site where the Third International O chid Festival
and Perak Decorative Fish Festival were also held.

He said the Farners, Fishernmen and Livestock Breeders' Day cel ebrations
woul d not be held at the district-level as the state government had spent
nore than RML million to build various facilities to turn Infoternak as a
permanent site for the cel ebrations.

Meanwhil e, the DAP's attenpt to raise the ban on drinking liquor in
open places in Ipoh at the state assenbly pronpted a backbencher to ask
whet her PAS and Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) al so supported the DAP
in the issue.

VWil e Nga Kor M ng (DAP-Pantai Remi s) was debating the budget, Datuk
Saharudi n Abd Jabar (BN Trong) stood up and sought clarification fromthe
Qpposi tion Leader whether PAS and Keadil an al so backed the DAP's call to
[ift the ban on non-Mislins and tourists.

Nga sai d Saharudi n shoul d have foll owed his speech fromthe begi nning
as he had said that his party did not support the habit of drinking |Iiquor
but wanted non-Mislins and tourists be allowed to drink liquor in open
pl aces.

He said the scenario in |Ipoh, especially at night, did not reflect its
city status because there was no exciting activities and the ban to drink
in open places like in Greentown Wal k portrayed a negative inmage

Nga, who is also DAP National Youth Chief, said the ban and issuance of
sumons to courting couples holding hands in public parks and libraries had
tarni shed I poh's inmage and reflected an a'l a-Taliban type of
admi ni stration.

At this juncture, Tajol Rosli interjected, wanting to know whet her the
[ aunch of the Islam c State Document by PAS yesterday woul d affect tourist
arrivals to Ml aysi a.

Stressing that the matter was beyond his jurisdiction, Nga said his
party was firmin opposing the Islamic State Policy as Mal aysia was a
mul ti-racial country.

Nga al so proposed to the state government to apply for a duty-free
island status to further develop the tourismindustry in Pul au Pangkor
simlar to that in Langkawi and Pul au Ti oman

Tajol Rosli told Nga that he had raised the matter with former Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who asked him (Tajol Rosli) to state what
benefits the status would bring to Pul au Pangkor.

"Hence, |'m asking the Honourable Menber to state what are the benefits
of getting a duty-free island status so that | can nake a request again to
t he Federal Covernnent," he said.

Nga said: "If there are no benefits, surely Langkawi and Pul au Ti oman
will not have jostled for the status.™



He urged Tajol Rosli to get the facts fromthe State Econom c Pl anni ng
Unit.
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