01 DEC 2003
Musa- Schoo
ALL RURAL SCHOOLS IN EAST M SI A TO HAVE UTI LI TI ES

KUCHI NG Dec 1 (Bernama) -- Al rural schools in Sarawak and Sabah will
be equi pped with public utilities, namely electricity and running water, by
the end of next year, Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mhanad sai d.

O the schools which still lacked those facilities, he said: "W are
taking steps to rectify the situation and nost schools which did not have
water and electricity have nearly all been equipped.”

He said the Mnistry had made this a priority based on its prom se two
years ago in conjunction with former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's visit to Mri.

"W will see a far different scenario anong rural schools in these two
States by the end of 2004," he said after visiting Maktab Perguruan Batu
Li nt ang here today.

O her facilities, like roads and | odgings for teachers, had been
constructed in all rural areas in the two States, he said.

On the social nalaise anong students, Misa called on teachers to play a
nmore holistic role in managi ng the probl em

"Teachers should be nore confident in handling the seriousness of
di sciplinary problenms in schools. This conmitment should be ongoing so that
school leavers will be useful people to their race,” he said.

Musa al so urged teachers to pay nore attention to inproving the
standard of teaching English.

On parents who had requested that their children be exenpted from
school, he said their hone-schooling nust be perfect fromall aspects so
that the children received a good education
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