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M SI A HOPES UKRAI NE PROVI DE DI STRI BUTI ON CENTRE FOR PALM O L

By: Mhd Kanmel O hnan

KIEV (Ukraine), July 14 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad has expressed Ml aysia's hope that Ukraine could provide a
distribution centre for Ml aysian palm oil and other products for the East
Eur opean mar ket .

He said Wkraine's strategic position at the crossroads of Europe and
Asi a makes that prospect very attractive.

On the other hand, he said, Ukraine had a gateway to the other Asean
nati ons and by extension the rest of East Asia.

"Furthernore, with the realisation of the Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA)
in 2004, a market of over 500 nmillion people is open to you through
Mal aysia. We are Ukraine's |ogical springboard for the region," he said
when speaking at an official dinner hosted by Ukrainian President Leonid D
Kuchrma at the Mariinsskyi Pal ace here Mnday.

Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Mlaysia, Manmar, the
Phi I'i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir, who is on a four-day official visit to Ukraine begi nning
Sunday, also urged Mal aysian and Ukrai ni an businessnen to pronote their
respective conpani es and products through participation in trade fairs and
exhi bitions to exchange ideas through dial ogues and sem nars.

Dr Mahathir is the first Malaysian Prime Mnister to visit the fornmer
Soviet republic since diplomatic relations were established between both
countries in March 1991.

Ukraine, situated in the south-eastern part of Central Europe, is the
bi ggest eastern European country after Russia covering over 600,000 square
kilometres. It borders the Black Sea, Belarus, Hungary, Mbldova, Pol and
Romani a, Russia and Sl ovaki a.

Dr Mahathir also expressed Malaysia's gratitude to Ukraine for opening
their academ ¢ doors to Mal aysi an students pursuing their studies in
nmedi ci ne and engi neeri ng.

The Crinmea alone is home to nore than 500 medical students.

"Ukrai ni an students too are welcone to pursue their studies in Mlaysia
as it offers interesting courses that could bring about greater
understanding of different cultures and religions,"” he said.

On his visit to Wkraine, Dr Mahathir said that it is a testament to the
strength of Mal aysi a-Ukraine rel ationship characterised by warnth and
friendship since diplomatic ties were established in 1991

"Qur bilateral ties premsed on nmutual respect and understandi ng have
seen remarkabl e progress since the establishment of Ukrainian Enbassy in
Kual a Lumpur," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ukraine's strength lies in its extraordi nary people
whose skills, talents and resourcefulness in the fields of science
medi ci ne and aviation are the envy of many.

"Ukrai ne can stand tall and proud as you have freed yourself from
conmuni sm and enbraced a denocratic free market system The path to
econoni ¢ devel opnent is never easy or snooth but you have endeavoured to
i ntroduce reforns," he added.
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