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By: Harlina Sanson

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Miuslim scientists and technol ogi sts
wi Il converge here next nonth to fornulate a science and technol ogy policy
framework towards industrial and econom c developnment in Islamic countries.

The Organisation of Islanmc Conference (O C) conference on Science and
Technol ogy is being held as a prelude to the 10th O C sumit in Putrajaya
in Cctober.

Real i sing the inportance of acquiring know edge, especially in the
field of science and technology as a basis for progress, the science and
technology (S & T) conference is in line with the sutmmit's thenme "Know edge
and Morality for the Progress of Umah."

The Acadeny of Sciences Ml aysia (AKS), which has been entrusted with
the task of organising the conference themed "Science and Technol ogy for
I ndustrial Developrment in Mislim Countries: Facing the Challenges of
G obalisation", is all geared up for the inportant event.

In an interview with Bernama, AKS Executive Director Datuk Dr Sansudin
Tugi man said the conference was expected to propose a S & T policy
framework and plan of action towards industrial and econom c devel opnent in
Islam c countries.

"Science and technology is a platform or basis of an ummah to progress.
It is based on know edge and we need to capitalise on this to nove
forward," he said.

Dr Sansudin said the four-day conference, fromGCct 7 to 10, which would
bring together policy makers from nati onal governnents as well as
representatives from relevant scientific organi sations, research
institutions, non-governnental organi sations and ot her stake-hol der groups
dealing with S & T, was expected to cone up with resolutions and an action
plan to be subnmitted to the OC Sunmit for endorsenent.

The action plan was expected to be adopted and inplenmented by nenber
countries in order to pursue industrial and econonic devel opnent, he said.

The conference, organi sed under the O C Standing Conmittee on Science
and Technol ogi cal Cooperation (COMSTECH), would, anmong others, assess S & T
policies and priorities in Miuslim countries, especially those that inpinge
on industrial and econonic devel opnent.

It would al so work to strengthen capacity building in S & T and
identify effective strategies and nechanisns through S & T for industrial
and econoni c devel opnent in Islanm c countries.

Dr Sansudin said the conference would be divided into five sessions,
including a high-level dialogue with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharead.

The other sessions are S & T Policy for Industrialisation; Capacity
Bui I di ng and Achi eving Excel |l ence; Technol ogy Mnagenent, Innovation and
Commerci alisation and a special forumon "Contributions of Muslins to Wrld
Technol ogy and Busi ness. "

He said keynote addresses would be presented by prominent Mislim
scholars and al so non-Muislim scientists, nanely Constech Coordi nator
Ceneral and Paki stan Chai rnman of Hi gher Educati on Comm ssion Prof
At t a- Ur - Rahrman; Executive Director of Third Wrld Acadeny Sciences, Italy,
Prof Mhanmed Hassan; United Nations MIIlennium Project Director Prof Jefrry
Sachs and Mal aysi an | ndustry-Covernnment G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy Chief
Executive Oficer Datuk Dr Ahmed Tasir Lope Pihie.

A special discussion to share the experiences and contributions of



Musl im scholars in world technol ogy and busi ness would be held so that
"they could share their experiences as well as the mechanisns for being
successful in their world."

Sayi ng that society should take note of the fact that there were
t housands of successful Mislim scholars, technol ogists and busi nessnen
contributing to the devel opnent and economi ¢ advancenent in the devel oped
countries, he said Islamic countries should capitalise on this.

"I think we have not capitalised on this so far. It will be good for
O C countries who have their citizens working in the devel oped Western
countries to tap their resourccs.

"We nust capitalise on this and we hope this forumw || enable us to
study and |earn sonething about what needs to be done,"” he said.

On the plan of action, the Kuala Lunmpur O C conference on S & T would
draw up "sonething practical and inplenentable" so as to allow nenber
countries to adopt and inpl enent them

"I't rmust be sonething inplenentable, while we talk on sone of themin
terms of a generic kind of approach and issue, we should come out with at
least a few inplenmentable projects or activities for the OC nenber
countries to conduct," he said.

Noting that there would differences and barriers in ternms of the |eve
or know edge, |anguage and culture, Dr Samsudin said things such as
capacity building, manpower resources, training, research and devel opnent
could take off through sonme form of fellowships, setting up of centres of
excel  ence and research institutions.

"I'f we can enbark on this and come out with focus areas on science and
technol ogy that can help spur the industrial devel oprent of O C nenber
countries. it will be great," he said

Noting that a special paper on the role of wonen in devel opnent woul d
al so be presented, Dr Sansudin said Malaysia wanted to put across the idea
on how worren could play an active role in the devel opnment of a country.

He said the role of wonmen in devel opment was a critical area that
needed to be addressed and | ooked into seriously if the Muslim world wanted
to advance in the next stage of devel opnent.

Poi nting out that al nost 50 per cent of a country's popul ation were
worren who could contribute to the work force, he said wonen should be given
the chance to play their role in nation-building.

Expressing optimsmthat there would be a high attendance for the
conference, Dr Samsudin said so far 120 del egates, including 50 foreign
del egates from 17 countries, had registered to participate.

He said the organi sers expected at |east 40 out of the 57 nenber
countries to be represented at the conference.

For nore information on the O C Sunmit in Putrajaya, log on to
www. ber nama. conf oi ¢ summit.

- - BERNAMA

HS AZZ SR



	S&T CONFERENCE TO FORMULATE S&T POLICY FRAMEWORK (Bernama 09/09/2003)

