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MALAYSI ANS NEED TO CHANGE LI FESTYLE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 21 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysians need to change their
lifestyle in tangent with the |evel of devel opnment and sophisticated
facilities available in the country, said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
t oday.

He said their lifestyle should reflect their degree of nodernity,
especially in the use of facilities provided by the governnent.

"W need to change our |ifestyle because the old way do not allow us to
use these facilities efficiently. It is pointless to have state-of-the-art
facilities if we don't know how to use them Many tourists comrented the
way we use certain facilities.

"W need to change. It is no use to have first class facilities when
users are still on third class level. It does not present a good picture to
tourists,” he said when perform ng the ground-breaking cerenony for the
Festive Street Mall project in Danga Bay here.

Al so present were Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman and
Kamarul Ariffin Sulaimn, a director of Danga Bay Sdn Berhad, the conpany
undertaki ng the construction of the project.

The Prine Mnister said in Malaysia nmany major projects were
i mpl emrented to achi eve the econoni es of scale, thereby reducing cost.

Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, said the Danga Bay
devel opnent was a nmmjor project which when conpleted would help to enhance
the country's image.

"We want tourists fromthe other side (Singapore) to see not nuch
di fference between Danga Bay here and the other side," he said

The Danga Bay project costing RML5 billion and covering 555.2 hectares
was | aunched in My, 2000.

It will take 15 years to conplete the various conponents of the project
which included resort, comercial centre, corporate office, financial
centre and tourismfacilities.

The Festive Street Mll project, scheduled for conpletion in 2006
i ncl udes shopping centre, brand retail and family entertai nment centre

Kamarul Ariffin in his speech said land from the devel opment of Danga
Bay was used to build 1,700km of roads covering 1,500 villages in the
state.

He said that because of its proxinity to the sea, a marina was al so
pl anned for the project with superfoil services plying the route from Johor
Baharu to Batam and Phuket.

During the function, Dr Mahathir also w tnessed the signing of an
agreenent between Sungai Jinmat Sdn and Danga Bay to develop the 1.2 nmillion
sq feet of Festive Street Mll.
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