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ANOTHER TALE OF TWD CI TI ES

MELBOURNE, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- Australia Ml aysia Business Counci
(AMBC) national president Ted Sharp has found the business nood in Kual a
Lunpur and Si ngapore contrasting when he visited the two cities recently.

Witing in the AVMBC Bulletin, Sharp, a senior Perth | awer said while
t he nmobod anong the business and professional comunity in Singapore was
"very subdued”, in Kuala Lunpur it was "less inhibited" anmong Ml aysi an
busi ness | eaders.

"Clearly there are a nunber of factors at play in keeping the Singapore
economy at its current inadequate |level of activity," he said.

"The SARS virus was a significant factor in depressing economc
activity in Singapore and its flow on effects for compani es such as
Si ngapore Airlines."

Sharp said it was reassuringly noticeable that the Singapore
authorities were taking no chances at the airport where passengers were
screened for any sign of the virus.

He said the heightened security at Singapore buildings, including the
Australian H gh Conm ssion, "causes one to reflect on the sad state of
affairs our world is in".

"But in Kuala Lunmpur, and | nust say, perhaps w th sone understandabl e
bias, | found an environment contrasting significantly to that in
Si ngapore, " Sharp said.

"Certainly like so many other countries, there are nmany aspects of the
econony in Malaysia that are of concern and under pressure from conpetitors
around the world as well as particul ar donestic issues.

"Add to that, the inpending retirenment of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and | woul d have thought that it would be reasonable to
expect a fairly sonbre atnosphere in the (Ml aysian) capital as the
popul ati on general ly ponders what |ies ahead.

"My perception of the nood in Kuala Lunpur, however, was one of which
varied fromcautious optimsmat the [ ow point to sonething | ess inhibited
as to the econonmc and political future of Ml aysia.

"This augers well for the future and I wi sh our friends and col | eagues
in Malaysia well in that regard."” -- BERNANVA
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