25 FEB 2003
NAM Cl osi ng
DR MAHATHI R NAM REMAI NS RELEVANT AS EVER

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
decl ared that the 47-year-old Non-Aligned Mowvenent (NAM renmains as
rel evant as ever today in protecting and pronoting the interests of the
South countries in a world clearly dom nated by big powers which care
little for devel opi ng nations.

The Mal aysian prinme mnister, who took over the chair of the 13th
summ t, said that NAM s rel evance shoul d no | onger be questi oned.

It had now been revitalised, enbodying "our hopes and aspirations for
econom c prosperity in a world that is peaceful, secure and just" and
shoul d endeavour to be on par with the devel oped North, he said.

However, he said, the NAM nenbers had a crucial role to play in closing
ranks and strengthening their unity so as to be able to speak with one
voi ce on issues of vital inportance to the novenent.

O herwi se, they faced the prospects of continuing to be dom nated by
the west, he said in his closing remarks |late tonight after two days of
i ntense di scussions and presentations by well over 50 | eaders.

"While we do not need to be confrontational in our approach, there is
al so no need to be subservient or defensive in our relations with the
devel oped countries," he said.

For Mal aysia, as the new chai rman of NAM whi ch was a heavy
responsibility, it |ooked forward to working very closely with the other
menbers to further enhance the novenent's international profile and
increasing its political clout and economc "clout"” in global affairs.

Dr Mahathir said the | eaders, after a hard-headed analysis of the world
and the novenent, agreed that the well-being of the world would be better
served by a strong nultilateral system revolving around a United Nations
that is nore representative and denocratic, than a unil ateral system based
on the dom nance of one power, however benign that power may be.

"We are resolved to give strong and sustai ned support to the UN, for
its future is linked with that of NAM and nultilateralism" he said.

He rem nded the NAM nenbers to play their part in the internationa
effort to conbat terrorism which was anong the new chal | enges confronting
t he novenent.

The ot her was gl obalisation and the "efforts towards integration of the
devel opi ng countries into a new political, econom c and human gl obal order
that is equitable, just and denocratic".

Equal Iy inmportant was the revolution in the information and
conmuni cati ons technol ogy that was rapidly changing the world and w deni ng
the digital divide between the devel oped and devel opi ng worl d, he said.

But time was running which was why "all of these and other chall enges
requi re appropriate and urgent responses, clear and pragmatic strategies
and wel | -coordi nated actions,” said Dr Mahathir.

He said: "Qur overall approach is a sound one and is consistent with
the principles of justice and denocracy. W nust strengthen our unity and
solidarity and expand our cooperation in the political, econom c, social
cultural, scientific and technical fields."

The prime mnister said it was gratifying to note that the NAM | eaders
had adopted the Kual a Lunmpur Declration on the Revitalisation of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent, "which constitutes an inportant blue-print for our
col l ective action.”

"I't provides clear guiding principles and practical action plans, which



woul d assist us in charting our course in the com ng years and we hope that
with its revitalisation, our novenent would be nore pro-active and
responsi ve to the concerns and needs of nenber states.

"Each and every NAM nenber has an inportant responsibility and role to
play in the revitalisation of the noverment," Dr Mahat hir said.

As for the First Ladies' neeting which though was not part of the NAM
process, Dr Mhathir said the spouses expressed their opposition to war as
an instrunent for achieving political objectives.

The prime mnister expressed the hope that with a new sense of
awar eness of the continued rel evance of NAM and the chal | enges confronting
it, "we will rise to the occasion."
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